
General Subjects Section 
ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT 
THE INFANTRY SCHOOL 

Fort Benning, Georgia 

ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS COURSE 

)(, 

.~ 
'V'OS 
" 

THE OPERATIONS OF THE 3RD BATTALION, 116™ INFANTRY(29™ 
INFANTRY DIVISION) ON OMAHA BEACH, NORMANDY, FRANCE, 6-10 

JUNE, 1944. 
(NORMANDY CAMPAIGN) 

(Personal Experience of a Battalion Operations Officer) 

ORIENTATION 

Major Carroll B. Smith, Infantry 
ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS COURSE 



IIDD. .......................................... .:.~~:~························· l 

BmLIOO.RA.P:EII' • •••••••••• ~ ~ •••••••••••• ~ •••••••••• -• ............. " ....... .".. 2: . 

QRIENTATIOlf .................. •·• ~ •·•• .................. • .",., • •• .,- ~ •••••• • ......... ..,. •... .3-

I:rrtrodu~ion •••• -........... •••. •••••• ........ , •.••• , ••••.••••••••• _ .••••• __ 3 _. 

fhe General Situation •..•••.•...•.•...•. -.... -••....• -................... 4 

Dispositions and Plans ot the ll6th RegiasDtal Ca.bat Team....... 9 

The Sitution or the 3rd Battalion, ll~h R.C .T. • ••• , , ~, •....... 11 

The Plan or the 3rd Battalion, ll6th R.c.r. ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pinal Prepa.ratiOD.S- and .Bm'bark&tioa ••••••••••• • ••••••••••••.••••• _. .• 15 

I.AliRA.TIOll .......... .......... .-...... .• • • • • • • • • • • •.• • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • •• • • • • • • 17 

The 3rd .Battalion tss-au:lt ••••••.•.•...••• ~·············"'····--•·••• 17 

D Plus 1 Change in Pl.a.ns•-~-•-• ....... '! •••• ,. •••. • .•••••• _ ••••••••• • ••••• 24 
D Plus 2 .Rescue or the Rangers and Capture or Gr&ndcamp .......... 26 

D Plus 3 and 4, llepplilg tfp and. perense oi' .the Beachhead .......... 31 

8-umma.ey ••••• • ............................... ·--· ...... -•,_•- ~- ••••• * • _!! ••• _.• • • • • .32 

ANAUSIS 'AND CRITICISM •••• ~ ••••.•••• ~- ................... -: ........... _ ......... 33 

"LESSONS ••••• , ............ ~., •••••• •-• •.••• .' ..... •-• .•••.••••• ~ •• _ •••• -.- •••••• -... 3? . 

HAP I The Western Front 

HAP II D Day Objectives, .V Corps 

MAP III 3rd Battalion Assault 

HAP IV D Plus l Change in Plan 

MAP v D Plus 2 Rangers' Rescue 

HAP VI D Plus 2 at Grandeamp 

l 

'I '~ :~ 



BTl!L!m!!API!I 

A-1 Bi-ennial Report of the .Chief of Starr ld' us ·Arm.r 
to the Secretary ot.lfar For the Period.l.Jll~ 1943 to 30 June i945 
(hrsonal Possession of author) , · · 

-A-2 Report by The Supreme Commander to .the Combila.e<i Chiefs of 8t&tf 
On the Operatimis in :~\trope of the Allied Ex:peditionary 
Foree. 
For the Peri<)d 6 June 1944 to 8 May 1945 

_ .. (Personal Possession of author) 

. A-3 General Eisennower1 111 Own story of th,e War (TIS Library) 

A-4 Crosade in Ettrope 
By General Dwight fl. Eisenhower (Personal foesession) 

A-5 Omaha Beachhead 
. B7 Historical Division, US war Dept. (P~oal Possession) 

A-6 29th Divisioo. H;istory 
By Iring (TIS Library) 

_ A-7 .. V Corps History 
Historical M'Yision, US .war Dept.. {T:r$ Lillrar;r) 

A-8 .After Action Repm, ll6th I:ni'antry, Joe, 1944 - Deceii\Mr. 1944· 
, . (TIS Li'brar:r) ' 

·. 

• 

~; \l'«jj' 

:~~-~ ...,. 

<., 

'< _.;, 

•. 7, 

. ·.,_" 

.• ~ y .. 

··.:: . 

. . ·! 



THE OPP:HATIOIJS OF TH!~ 3rd BATTALION, ll.6th HIFAl''TRY 
(29th !1-:FANTJI.Y DIVISION) ON Ol1AHA BFJ\CH, l·IOill!A!HJY, 

FI\AiiCJ;;, 6-10 JUNE, 1944. 
(NORHA!HJY CMil'AIGN) 

(Person<ll Experience of a Battr>.li.on Operations Off:i cer) 

ORIENTATION 

HiTJlODUCTION 

This monograph covers the OPerations of the 3rd Batt~l-i_on, 116th 

Infantry, 29th U .. S. Divisj_on, in the assault on OJ11AHA nr-:A.r:rr, NOFJ.ffi.NDY 

FMNGE, 6-10 June, 1941,, during Operation OVERLORD. 

In order to give the reader a clear unrlerstanding of f-l1"" necessity 

for, and map,nitude of, this massive operation, it is nece.s::'lry to briefly 

dis en ss some major events of the European War vrhich had tnl< -;n place un to 

that tlmo. 

As early as April, 19112, the Dritish and American Go~·,nments ·Here 

agreed that the knockout punch required to brinr, the TlO\'ferf,,l Nazi war 

nnch5.ne to its knees would be a cross-channel a.ss.o:mlt age.:Ln~~t the· vaunted 

'."'iestf!rn ~iall of FortreRs Europe, drj_ving deep into the hern·l~ of Gennany .. 

HoNcver, due to shortages of men anrl equipment, esneciallv Landing craft, 

at that time, it became evident that the only oneration ·whj ·~h could be 

mounted successfully that year lolaS TORCH, the invasion of A_l'rica. (1) 

The su.ccessful cc:rnrleticm of the North African Camp..1.-ir:n, the liberation 

of Sicily a.nd the subsequent invasion of Italy by ·:.he rr,a.gnificent American 

Fifth and British l~ighth Armies; plus Soviet successen on the Eastern Front 

at Stalingrad and the Volga, marked the turning point in Ax::;_s tactics, from 

lightning Blitzkrieg to stubborn defense. (2) 

Although our troops in Italy were making splendid pror:1·ess, they i\•ere 

faced with an almost impenetrable barrier, the ALPS. The only feasible 

avenue of approach to Germ-'lny, the RHONE RIVE:R. VALLEY, 1-ras t- no narrow to 

permit the Inc.Lneuver necessary to crU.sh the German Armies :in \•'f"!stern Europe. 

(1) A-1, p. 8 
(2) A-1, p. 9 
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So it Has :iJnperative that our main effort be diverted back to the channel 

coast line of Fro.nce. (3) 

At the Casablanca Conference in January, l9h3, the Combined Chiefs of 

Staff appointed Lt. Gen. Sir E. E. Marean to the post of Chief of Staff to 

the Supreme Allied COOllllander (designate) and directed him to begin planning 

for a full-scale assault on the fortified coast of France. An organization 

called COSSAC ~~s formed, which, with a combined British and American Staff, 

began Nark on preparation of this plan. By July, 1943, an Outline Plan 

called Operation OVERLORD had been completed and in August of the same year 

it was approved at the Quebec Conference. (4) 

This plan had as tarr,et date for the oreration, 1 J.lay 194h, and en-

visioned the use of three Infantry and two Airborne Divisions in the initial 

assault, with two divisions following up immediately. (5) 

Upon his appointment as Supreme Commander of Allied Expeditionary 

Forces, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower recommended certain changes to this olan. 

He increased the initia.l assault from three to five Infantry Divisions and 

extended the landing area from the OUISTREHAM BEACHES on the East to the 

VARREVILLE BEACHES on the \'lest, a distance of· annroximately 50 miles. The 

Combined Chiefs of Staff approved these recommendations and moved the target 

date up to 5 June 191.4. (6) 

TI'E GENERAL SITUATION 

The 21st Army Group, commanded by Field Marshal Montgomery, was the 

tactical headquarters for the assaulting forces, composed of the British 

Second Army, supported by a brigade of the 6th British Airborne Division, 

on tpe East, and the First U. S. Amy, under General Omar Bradley, on the 

3) A-1, p. 13 
(4) A-2, p. 1 
(5) A-2, p. 1 
(6) A-2, p. 4-5 

~ 
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West. (See Map I) (7) 

First Army, vrith VII Corps on UTAH and V Corps on OMAHA BF.ACHES, was 

to seize and secure a beachhead, drive South to cut off the CONTFJ\lTIN 

PENINSULA, capture CHERBOURG by 0•15, and then attack South to the base 

of the BRITTAIIT PENINSULA. The lOlst and 82nd Airborne Divisions were to 

be dropped in rear of UTAH BEACH. (8) 

The-V Corps, under General Leonard T. Gerow, uas to secure a beach-

head in the area between PORT-EN-BRSSIN and the VIRE RIVER, push south-

ward to seize CAUliONT and ST. LO, and conform to the advance of the British 

Second Army on the left. (See Map I) 

The Corps \"kts organized into three main forces for this assault. 

Force O, the inl.tial assault force, from which OMAHA BEACH got its name, 

consisted of the lst Division, r~inforced, less the 26th Infantry, plus the 

116th and 115th Infantry R.C.T.'s from the 29th Division, and the 2nd and 
• 

5th Ranger Battalions. Force B, scheduled to follow up on the afternoon of 

D-Day, consisted of the remainder of the 29th Division, nlus the 26th R.C.T. 

of the First Division. The build-up force, consisting largely of 2nd 

Division, was scheduled to arrive on D•l and 0+2. (9) 

The initial assault would be made >!i.th the 16th R.C.T. and 116th R.C.T. 

abreast, followed by the 18th and 115th R.C. T. 's in supnort, all under 

General Huebner, Conunanding General, 1st Division. This was to assure unity 

of command during the first and critical stages of the ~sault. Brig. Gen. 

Norman D. Cota, Assistant Division Connnander of the 29th Divisi.on, would 

land ;lith the 116th R.C.T. and assist Na,j. Gen. Huebner in handling the 

29th units until they reverted to corrnnand ,of Maj. Gen. Charles H. Gerhardt 

on Corps order. (10) 

7 A-4, p. 5 
(8) A-5, p. 5 
(9) A-5, p. 8-9 
(lO)A-5, p.lO 
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The typical NormanQy Coast is characterized by cliffs, reefs and 

very wide tidal ranges, running as high as 18 to 24 feet, with very few 

desirable landine beaches. The zone assigned to V Corps was true to form. 

Out of the approximately eighteen miles of frontage assigned, on~y 7000 

yards 1.·ras sufficiently accessible to be used for the ass.ault landing. This 

stretch, running roughly from STE-HONORINE-DES-PORTES to POINTE DE LA 

PERCEE, consisted of a crescent-shaped beach, with an 18-foot tide and 

numerous tricky sandb.'lrs, runnals and two-knot-per-hour cross currents. 

At low tide this flat stretch of sand was aPProximately 500 to 600 yards 

from the water's edge to the base of an B to 10 foot mound of stone shingle 

used as a sea-1-mll. Behind this shingle was a narrow shelf of flat marsh 

backed up by a brush-covered bluff of 100 to 170 foot height which rose at 

roughly a 30 degree angle. The only exits from the beach ran up steeo, 

narrow draws and ravines which were heavily blocked. (S~e Map II) (11) 

From the top of the bluff the small hedgerow-enclosed fields gradually 

rose to an elevation of almost 200 feet in the Vierville-St. Laurent area 

and to approximately 250 feet in the Colleville area. Behind this first 

ridge line and inland approximately five miles was the meandering AURE RIVER. 

The Germans had cleverly used this river to inundate the entire valley from 

TREVIERES to ISIGNY, creating a water barrier, which at some points was over 

a mile wide. The same expedient had been used in the small valley between 

GRANDC&IP and POINT DU HOE, but on a smaller sca.le. (See Map II) (12) 

Cliffs of 100ft. height towered straight· up from the water's edge 

from POINT DE LA PER.CF.E almost to GRANDCAMP. The estuary of the VIRE RIVER 

was entirely impracticable for landing, being full of reefs and shallow 

mud flats. (See Map II) (13) 

Observation inlanrt was very limited due to the heavy growth of trees 

along the numerous hedgero'WS. Only where the Germans had trimmed the 

(11) A-5, p. 11-12 
(12) A-5, p. 16 
(13) A-5, p, ll 
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lovmr branches for firing lanes could more than two hundred yards of good 

observation be had. The hedgerows themselves were a barrier to men, tanks 

and vehicles. They were of varying heights a.nd thicknesses but averaf.!ed 

4 to 6 feet in height and roughly 2 feet in >ddth at the top; 4 feet at 

the bottom. Usually a drainage ditch ran along the hedgerow forming a 

natural fire trench. Fighting in this terrain would rmt a oremhnn on 

initiative and agressive leadership in small units. (14) 

Making full use of the natural defenses in the area, the Gemans had 

added a formidable system of fortifications, consisting of obstacles and 

mines on the beach and 12 fortified strong points so placed as to enfilade 

the beach with fire~ Same of these concr€te fortifications were so heavy 

that neither naval nor aerial bombardment was able tO penetrate. They 

averaged 6! feet and in some cases were 10 feet thick. Approaches to all 

strong points were ·heavily ldred and mined with AT and AP mines. (15) 

The underwater beach obstacles were an ominous assortment of 5~ foot, 

steel jack rodcs called hedgehogs; 10-foot steel, gate-like structur.:.;a on 

rollers; posts driven in the sand at 45-degree angles; and wooden ramps, 

all liberally festooned l:.rith teller mines. 

\'leather during May and June in this part of the world is generally fair 

with warm, sunny days and cool, brisk nights. However, on 4 June the 

weather was so rough that General Eisenhower postponed the scheduled date 

of landing from 5 to 6 June and would have postponed it further, excent 

that a month would elapse before tide and moon ro nditions wruld be favorable 

again. Low tide would occur at 0525 and the next high water at 1100. Sun

rise was at 0558 and sunset 2207. Consequently, in order to give the Air 

Force and the Navy a chance to bombard the fortifications prior to the 

assault, H Hour was set at 0630. (16) 

The sector of main interest, OMAHA and the CONTENTIN PENINSULA, was 

14) A-5, p. 19 
(15) A-5, p. 20 
(16) A-6, p. 36-37 
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defended by the LXXXIV Corps, part of German Seventh Army, with 7 Infantry 

and one Panzer Division. It was estimated that the Germans would be capable 

of reinforcing this area to a total of 18 or 20 divisions by J)i-3, (See !lap I). 

(17) The 726th Infantry Regiment, 716th Division, held the immediate sector 

of a{AHA, ~dth the division reserve of 3 battalions in two hours 1 marching 

time of the assault area. The nearest reinforcing unit was the 352nd Infantry 

Division, supposedly located near ST. LO some 20 miles inland. The 3oth 

Schnelle Brigade located near CCUTANCES with 3 motorized battalions m~ht 

also be e..-v;:pected in the assault area by the afternoon of D-Day, The combat 
::. 

efficiency of the 716th Infantry Division was estimated to be only fair since 

the non~erman elements of the division ~ere estimated as high as 50 ~er 

cent. These were mostly converted Poles and Russians and their morale was 

thought to be poor. On the other hand, the 352nd Infantry Division was a 

veteran of the Russian front and rated as an offensive division of Rood 

quality. It was at full strength with 3 Infantry regiments and normal 

Artillery support of 3 105-mm battalions and 1 150-mrn battalion. (18) 

On the American side of OMAHA, the lst Division was a veteran of 2 

invasions, Africa and Sicily, and 2 years combat experience. The 116th 

R.C.T., 29th Division had undergone intensive amphibious assault training 

in England. The morale of these 2 units 1<as as high as any in the U.S. Army. 

It is estimated that the balance in combat efficiency was tilted slightly 

in our favor. In addition we had naval and air superiority. (19) 

The logistical support for this operation was nrobably one of the big-

gest tasks ever undertaken by the U. s. A~. The process of stock-niling 

supplies in England had been going on since 191,2. By June 1941,, in addition 

to basic loads, over 2,500,000 tons of supplies had been stored in England, 

of which ~4,000 tons were pre-loaded forD-Day, (20) 

(17) A-6, p. 5 
(lB) A-6, p. 26-27 
(19) Personal knowledge 
(20) A-6, p. 2 



DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS 01' THE ll6th 9Enll!EI!TAL CO!iBAT TEAH 

The ll6th Fl.C.T, bad arrived in England with the 29th Division in 

October 1942 and since that time had conducted almost continuous amphibious 

assault training, beginning with battalion and combat team exercises and 

culminating in 3 full-scale division assaults on Slapton Sands, Southern 

England, known by the code names IJU(J(, FOX AND FABIDS I - the last of which 

was the final dry run forD-Day. The R.C.T., which had been stationed at 

Plymouth Ensl~nd since Hay 1943, moved to vicinity of Dorchester in May 194/r 

to join the 1st Division, and shortly after1trards moved to marshalling areas 

in vicinity of lveymouth, England, where they were scheduled to emb~rk. (21) 

For purposes of control and coordination, the main lan,iin,~ area on 

Qll.tAHA had been divided into sectors and sub-sectors. Six of these sub-sectors 

were to be assa.1llted simultaneously at H+l minute with the 116 R.C.T. on 4 

and the 16th R.C.T. on 2, each on approximately a 3000 yd. front. (See Man II) 

In addition, the 2nd and 5th Ranger Bn's, attached to 116th R.C.T. would 

assist the oneration by reducing coastal batteries at PODJT DE HOE and 

POIMTE DE LA PE:RCEE. (22) 

The 116th R.C. T. planned to assault with the 1st and 2nd B.L. T.' s 

abreast, the 1st on the clest (Dffi GREgN). The 1st B.L.T. was to assault in 

colmnn of companies or 6 assault boat teams abreast. The 2nd B.L.T. was to 

assault ~Qth 3 companies abreast or 18 assault teams. The 1st B.L.T. would 

reduce the beach defenses in i.ts zone, capture the town of VIERVILLE, then, 

together Hith the Rangers, move West along the coastal highway, clearing out 

enemy defenses from VIERVllLE to the VIRE Estuary; be prepared to seize 

ISIGNY and the bridge over the VIRE RIVER; and establish contact with VII 

Corps to the West. The 2nd B.L.T. would reduce the beac!1 defenses in its 

3 sub-sectors (Dffi WHITE, Dffi RED, and EASY GREEN) then push l.nland to the 

Southwest to seize the high ground in vicinity of LOUVIEFES. (See Y~p II) (2 ) 

(21) Personal knowledge 
(22) A-6, p. 30 
(23) A-6, p. 34 
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The 3rd B.L.T. would land in su::J<.,ort at H+-50 in the zone of the 2nd 

B.L.T. (See !-laps II & IJI); push mpidly inlancl; seize LONQUEVILLE and the 

high ground 2500 yards to the ;."/est overlooking LA CAMBE; and be nrepared to 

advance on ISIGNY. 

Co.'s Band C, 743rd Tk. Bn. (attached) with 16 DD (*)tanks each, 

were to be launched 6000 yards out, move into 2 right sub-sectors at H-5 

and supr.10rt the Infantry assault by direct fire from the rraterl s edge. 

Co. A, 743rd Tk. Bn. with standard tanks loaded in 8 L.C.T. 1s would 

begin firine frcm 3000 yards out at H-15 minutes and land at H Hour in the 

two left sub-sectors to support the assault by direct fire. 

The 58th F.A. Bn. (S.P.), loaded in 5 L.C.T.'s, would support the 

assault by fire beginning at H-30 from 8000 yards out and lifting at H-5, 

then land at H+90 on DOG WHITE in direct support. (24) 

The lllth F.A. Bn. (Organic Combat Team Attachment) would land in 

D1.JKV[I s at H.,.llO on E GREEN in general support and coordinate "t-rith 58th 

FA Bn. (SP) as soon as possible. 

Cannon Company would land in DUictV 1 s at l-1+110 on DCG GRI1:EN in direct 

support 1st B .1. T. 

Anti-tank Company and 467 AAA Bn. were to land in LCT 1 s at H~l20, to 

give A'l' and AA protection in beachhead. 

Companies B and D, Slst Chemical 1-leapons Bn. would land at H+40 and 

H+57 respectively, in general support. 

The 146th Engineer Ccmbat Team, part of the Engineer Special Brigade, 

was to land at H+03 behind the assaulting Infantry and clear 4 gaps in the 

beach obstacles. 

The 12lst Engineer Combat Bn. would land in groups from H+40 to H*70 

to assist in reduction of obstacles and clear exits back of the beach. (25) 

(24) A-6, p. 30-31 
(25) A-6, p. 30-31 

·;;. 
*Tank equipped 1·1j_th a giant lifebelt and a propeller and rudder attachment 
l'thich enables it to float and navigate under its own power. 
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THE SITUATION 01' THE 3rd BATTALION, ll6th R.C.T. 

For the pa.st two years in England, this unit had actively participated 

in the amohibious assault training Dreviously mentioned. It had been part 

of the alert force ready to rush across the channel on short notice in case 

the Germans should "toreaken or pull their forces out of France and the Low 

Countries (Operation Rankin). It lvl.d also participated in defense of England 

against invasion, taking part in numerous anti-invasion maneuvers "tol)_th the 

British Forces around Plymouth, England. This being a Royal Navy tmm, 

arrangements were made for the use of British landing craft and thereby 

consj_derably more amphibious training was conducted than l-muld have been 

otherwise possible. Early in May the Battalion moved as nart of the ll6th 

R.C.T. from Plymouth to Dorchester and thence to the vleymouth marshalling 

areas which were sealed for the last three weeks before D-Day. Here the men 

1vere briefed, 'With the aid of terrain models, until every man knew his ,iob 

thoroughly. After studying the models, which had been carefully prepared 

from the very latest intelligence, everyone realized that the area was VBry 

similar to Slapton Sands, England, which the battalion had assaulted dozens 

of times, under almost all conditions. Consequently, it seemed like .iust 

another exercise. (26) 

The battalion was at full strength, nlus a 15 ner cent overstrength which 

would serve in lieu of replacements until a system could be established on 

the beachhead. ~!orale was extremely high, every man feeling that at last 

he >muld be able to put his training to the test. (27) ,, 

The planned landing zone was directly behind the 2nd B.L.T. on DCG 

WHITE, !JCX} RED and !'MY GREEN, astride the deep draw running un from IES 

HCULINS on the beach to ST. LAURENT. (See Hap III). In this sector the 

beach was very deep, ·appraxJmately 500 yards, but since this battalion would 

land at 0720 the tide would have risen enough to shorten that distance to 

300 to 400 yards. In this area the shingle mound along the breakwater was 

(26) Personal knowledge 
(27) Personal knowledge 
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from 6 to 10 feet high, affording some cover from v.reanons directly to the 

front but also pres~nting a good target to weapons at the flanks of the beach. 

In the immediate vicinjty of the exit dr~w was the small Summer resort, 

LE9 HOULINS, and houses lined the prcmenade to the right. To the left 

was the open marshy flat backed up all along by the sheer bluff running un 

to a hundred feet or more, covered with soarse shrubbery and grass. Behind 

this bluff, immediately, l-aS a cu·ltivated wheat field and behind that came 

the typical Normandy, hedge-enclosed fields of grass, cultivation or orchards. 

(28) There were seven enemy strongpoints manned by elements ofthe ?26th 

Infantry Regiment capable of bringing effective machine pun fire on the 

battalion sector, in addition to numerous 75-mn, 88~ and smaller AT guns 

firing fram pillboxes and casements at long ranges on the flanks. Most of 

these strong points consisted of a heavy pillbox surrounded by a series of 

onen emplacements connected by deep trenches and tunnels to underground 

shelters e~.nd manned by approximately a platoon. 'l'hese strong points, though 

some distance apart, ~vere carefully situated to give rrru.t~a-1 support to each 

other and to cover every yard of the beach with enfilade fire. Guns in nill-

hoses were screened from observation seaward by a thick wing wall protecting 

them from naval fire - at the same time forcing them to fire down the beach 

rather than strai~ht out to sea. {29) 

Hortar and rocket positions were sometimes included in these strong 

points but usually t,;rerc found farther back with observers dug into the cliffs 

or in pillboxes. Each strong point was wired in with various tynes of field 

wire and heavily mjned vdth anti-personnel mines. Fran these positions over-

looking the ?attalion landing zone, the enemy had excellent observation, 

aided by the C''escent shape of the beach. (30) 

Weather forecasts for the week of 6 June were gloomy, predicting strong 

winds, low clouds a.nd heavy- seas. But formidable as the defenses seemed to be, 

{28) Personal knowledge 
(29) A-5, p. 23, p. 25 
(30) A-5, p. 23 
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and gloomy as uere the VTeathermen, the spirit of the 3rd Battalion lrJa.S un-

daunted, and it \rffis with a mixed feeling of determj_natin~ and anticination 

thFtt they boarded the naval transnorts in Weymouth Harbor on 3 June 19h4. 

And >rell they might feel that way for they had the advantage of the best 

training and equipment the u.S. Army could offer. (31) 

THE PIAN OF THE 3rd BATTALION, ll6th R.C.T. 

The 3rd Battalion, initially in sunport, was scheduled to land in 

L.C.V.P.'s at H+50 behind the 2nd D.L.T. on DOG \'IHITE, DOG RED and EASY GREEN 

Beaches >lith I, K and L Campanl.es abreast. (See Hap II f). Each company >ras 

organized into 6 assault boat teams consisting of one officer and 30 men, 

plus one boat for the Co. Hdqs. group. Following by 7 minutes, would come 

the Battalion Headquarters and fire ~pport liason officers, divided into 

a primary and alternate headqua.rters, in 3 boats, and H Comoo.ny in 6 boats. 

The battalion mission was initially to assist 2nrl B.L.T. in clearing 
·, 

the beach defenses; then pass through the 2nd B.L.T. to seize LONGUEVILLF: 

and the high ground 2500 yards \'lest thereof, including LJI. CAI·!BE, by 2 hours >\ 
prior to darkness D-Day; then be prepared to advance on ISIGNY, supported by 

lst B.L.T. on order of R.C.T. Commander. (See Map II) (~2) 

Since the boat team organization was deSif;Ued to make each team an 

independent unit capable of operating alone, it 1vas the most efficient 

organization for the assault landing but made centralized control more 

cult. Consequently, the battalion planned to rendezvous at an assembly area 

in rear of ST. lAURENT-SUR-HER, reorganize into conventional platoon 

and continue the attack from there. (See Map III) (33) 

Co. "I" >ras to land at H+.50 minutes on DOG RED Beach, destroy any re-

maining enemy fortifications in its sector, push inland to battalion rendez 

vous area, reorganize and be prepared to continue attack in right zone 

t>ro platoons abreast, to seize the high ground West of LJI. CAI<IBE. (!laps II 

(31) Personal knowledge 
(32) A-5, p. 34 . 
(33) Personal knowledr,e 
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Co. 1 was to land at H•50 on EASY GREEN Beach; des~roy any enemy 
' 

fortifications in its sector; nush into battalion rendezvous area; ~e-

organize into platoon formation and be prepared to continue attack on the 

left of 11 111 Company to seize LONGUEVILLE; then continue attack on order to 

capture LA GAHBZ and the hir,h ground beyond in its zone. (Map II & III) (34 

Go. K was to land on DOG WHI'rE Beach at H"'?O; destroy any enemy forti-

fica.tions in its zone; push into battalion rendezvous area; reorganize into K 
platoon formation; and follow the advance of L Company by approximately 200 

yards, protecting the left flank and rear. (See Map III) 

Co. N was to land at H+57; support the battalion on the 

push into battalion rendezvous area; protect reorganization of rifle corn-

panies; be prepared to support Companies "!11 a.nd !1111 in the attack on the 

LONGUEVILLE-LACAl·IBE objective; and cover reorr,anization on the final ob-__ _. 

jcctive. (See Map III) (35) 

It rms planned that the initial assault ~·muld be preceded by an elab-

orate fire support plan as follows. From H-40 to H-3 min., the BattleshipS 

TEllAS and AllKANSAS would fire 600 heavy raunds at POINTE-DU-HOE and at strong 

points defending Exit D-3, (LES HOULHTS). (See Hap III). Three cruisers and 

El destroyers would pound the OMAHA defenses with another 2950 rounds. In 

addition, numerous other craft were to assist in the fire support nlan, in-

eluding L.C.G.(L.)•s with 2 47-mr.l guns each, LGT 1 s carrying tanks and self-

propelled artillery, and 9 LGT (R.)'s, each to fire a thousand rockets when 

the leading assault waves were 300 yards frcm the beach. 

From H-30 to H-5, 4El0 B-24 bombers were to attack 11 largest strong

points with over 1200 tons of bombs. Battery positions at POINTE DU HOE 

li'ould receive a final strl .. .:e by 18 medium. bombers of the Ninth Air Force 

bebeen H-20 and H-5. (See Map II) (36) 

"t34) Personal knowledge 
(35) Personal knowledge 
(36) A-5, p. 29 



FINAL PREPARATIONS AND EHBARKATION 

Sealed in its marshallinP, area, the battalion spent the last few days 

of }iay mnking final briefings and issuing last minute items of equioment. 

The standard assault team hact the followine- personnel and equinment. 

First to land would be the teaJll leader and 5 riflemen armed with H-l 1 s and 

carryj_ng 96 rounds of anummition, plus 2 additional bandoleers. Next came 

a l"lire-cutting team of 4 men, armed with H-1 rifles, 2 carrying large 

"search nose11 cutters, 2 a smaller tyoe, and each carry-in~ a section of 

banr,alore torpedo and 4 smoke grenades. Behind the~e came 2 BAR teams of 

2 men each, carrying 900 rounds per gun,2 Bazooka teams of 2 men each, a 

60-mm mortar crew of 4 men 'rith 20 rounds of 2.rnmunition, a flamethrower 

crew of 2 men rmd 5 demolition men, each armed with N-1 1 s plus 40 pounds of 

TNT made up into pole and pack charges. A medical aid rn.an and the assistant 

team leader sat in the stern* Everyone wore snecial assault ,jackets made 

for this operation, 1tihich contained 4 large pockets in front and 2 built-in 

packs on the back. (36a) 

In c.ddition to the above svecial equipment, each man carried 5 frag

mentation grenades, a half-pound block of TNT with primacord anrl fuse, 6 

1/3 rations (3 K1 s and 3D's), a ras mask (assault type) and overall, a life 

belt. Under the assault jacket was \'lorn gas-iropregnated, wool OD Shirt and 

trousers. A raincoat; change of socks and underwear, and toilet articles 

uould have to suffice for personal comfort until such time as the bedrolls 

could be brought over from England, 

These last few hours prior to embarkation were devoted to final water

proofing of weapons, demolitions and radios, and to lashing heavy equipment 

such as mortars, machine guns, bazookas and bangalore tornedoes to lifebelts 

in anticipation of a 11 wet11 landing. 

During this stay in the marshalling area, all administrative and 

supply problems \"rere handled by the Services of SupplY) including the move

ment of assault troops to· the embarkation points. 

(36a) A-5, p. 43 15 



On 3 June 191,1., the 3rd Battalion, along \·rith advance C.P. of ll6th 

n..c ~ T., was moved by truck to \1/eymouth Harbor and embarked on the U.S .S. 

CHARLES CAF.ROLL, a naval transport of the APA type, capable of carrying 

most of its LCVP 1 s in davits. 

After 2 days of relative quiet, disturbed only by a fevT uns1Jccessful 

bombing attacks on the numerous ships in the harbor, anchors l'rere raised in 

the late afternoon of 4 June and the long oo lumn of ships of every descrintion 

began moving out to the Northeast. However, th5_s move bact hardly begun YThen 

word was received that Gen. Eisenhower had decided to nostnone the assault 

24 hours due to rough Neather anct a heav;rr overcast nredj cted for 5 June. 

On the G.fternoon o.t; 5 June, the weather was wi_ndy and the sea became very 

rough, but further postponement was impractical, so the transnorts again 

steamed out into the channe~ escorted by minesweepers, destroyers, cruisers, 

and the veteran battleships, TElCAS and ARKANSAS, headed Northeast towards 

the PAS DE CALAIS area, then turned South. Shortly after midnight, the 

CHARlJi'..S CAHF.OLL dropned anchor in the transport area annroxjmately 10 miles 

off the NORNANDY Coast, just in time to get a preview of the firepo'\-Ter of 

Hitler's hfestern Wall as the 82nd a.nd lOlst Airborne 11 hit the si1k11 back of 

UTAH Beach. (See J.!ap I) At last tltat long-a;raited day Ml.S here. (37) 

After an excel!ent Havy breakfast at 0400 hours, the 3rd Battalion went 

over the side into their little LCVPs, which bounced around like nutshells 

in the heav:y -waves, shippine; water on every bounce. By the time the craft 

reached the rendezvous point and lined up for the final run in, every man 

was soaked to the skin with the chilling spray and many were terribly sea-

sick. 

The responsibility of landine assaUlt troops in their nlanned zones 

lay ,Jith the Navy, but due to ·the rough seas, heavy mists and smoke and 

dust caused by naval bombardment, the coxswains were having extreme diffi-

culty recognizing landmarks to guide upon. Consequently, most of them had 

to rely on the compasses on their small craft and, as was later learned, 

(37) Personal kno.rler\ge 



failed to consider the t1·m knots per hour cross current to the East. 

~·lhen still about 500 yards out the operations officer took a last 

over the front ra.mp and, though the bluffs were obscured by the mist and 

smoke, ~ms shocked by the fact that the beach seemed to be crawling with·me 

Obviouoly sone thing had gone >ll'Ong ,,;_ th the assault plans of the first Have 

Enemy artillery and mortar fire coUld be seen landing on t.he beach and well 

out in the Hater, and the rapid staccato firing of German machine guns coul 

be plainly heard. 

NARRATION 

THE 3RD BATTALION ASSAULT 

Companies I, K and L landed on the boundary bet;reen ll6th and 16th P.CT' s 

in an area roughly half a mile wide but at least 1,200 yards East of their 

planned landing zones. (See Map III) M Comna~y, still farther East, landed 

just to the right of Exit E-1. Company teams were fairly well grouned ex

cept for those of L Company which were scattered over 'F'.A'SY GREEN and HED 

Beaches. (See Map III) (38) 

FortunatelY for those companies, the mislanding had nlaced them on a 

stretch of beach, which, althoUgh not tqu~hed by the leading assault ~mves, 

was not so heavily defended as .the area in 1t'hich they lnd planned to land. 

Consequently, casualties on the beach in these compm ies 1t'rere moderate, com 

pared to companies of the lst and 2nd B.L.Tls leading the assault. These 2 

B.L.T • 1 s ffid experienced serious difficulties. In addition to being landed 

East of their assault zones, they had run into devastating fires of all tyn s. 

11 A11 Company was practically annihilated in the water. Its boats were sunk 

by direct fire of AT guns and many men Yrere killed instantly by machine ~ 

and mortar fire in the water. Many wounded, being so heavily loaded, were 

drowned before they could get ashore. It is estimated that this company 

suffered 85 per cent casualties, including all its officers. (39) 

(38) Personal knowledge 
(39) A-5, p. 47 
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B Company, followinp: closely behind, had lost its Compan;v Commander and 

approxintately half of the ccmpooy at the water's edge. In the 2nd B.L.T., 

of the 3 companies planned to land abreast, F and G landed scattered in the 

ll6th zone, while most of E Compaey liaS landed in the mid rile of the 16th zone. 

Casualties are not available by battalion, but for the morning of D-Day, 

the ll6th Regiment as a whole suffered approxlmately $00 casual ties not in-

eluding attachments, (40) 

The 3rd Battalion Headquarters approacherl the bea~h a few minutes behind 

its companies in the area betvreen H and L. By this time the tide had risen 

enough to cover the first ba.nd of mined, undert.;ater obstacles. Just as the 

ramp went down, there was a terrific explosion vlh:Lch blew in the bottom of 

the boat, sinking it in 3 feet of \\rater. The Operations Officer in front 

and the Battalion Connnander in rear escaped injury, but the Artillery Liaiso 

Officer, the Naval Shore Fire Control Officer and the Commander of the 

supporting company of h.2 mortars 'dere killed. In addition, Sgt. Van 

DeMullen, Battalion Operations Sergeant, and 3 radio onerators ·'·rere serious 

wounded and only one SCR 300 out of four radios on the boat was still in 

working condition. The alternate headquarters boat had sjmilar trouble 

getting throogh the obstacles and suffered sorr1e casqalties fran machine gun 

and mortar fire. One of these was the Battalion Chaplain who was struck in 

the heel by a machin_e gun bullet as he tried to run across the onen beach. 

That l•ms a long run, across nbout hOO yards of flat sand, but most of those 

wounded on the beach were the ones who paused to rest on the onen sand or 

crouched behind the steel obstacles which caused rdcked ricochets and ~ 

nasty \<cunds. (41) 

Notwithstanding the fact that the battalion boat teams had landed on 

strange territory, they knew their mission vms to clear the beach in their 

zone and push inland to the battalion assembly area in rear of ST. LAURENT 

before reorganizing into conventional platoons. So each section blew or 

(40) A-5, p. 47 
(41) Personal knowledge 
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cut its VTa.Y through the barbed wire entanglements along the shihgle omd 

fought its 1vay un the steep slopes of the bluff against fairly light onpo-

sition, consisting of several machine gun positions near the top of the 

bluff, a fe'v individual riflemen in camouflaged nositions in the face of 

the bluff, plus long range machine gun fir~ from Exits E-1 and D-3. (42) 

H Company, being too close to Exit E-1 to move across the onen flat 

exposed to machine gun fire, covererl that strong point Ni th l~ machine P,Ul1 

and 2 Sl-nun mortars · .. mich assisl.:.ed the rest of the battalion materiall:v 

crossing the open flat and moving up the bluff. (43) 

>(· 

The Operations Officer, tal<ing along the IJattalion S-2 Sergeant, starte 

up the bluff with a boat team of L Company to make a brief reconnaissance 

and see vthat could be done towards coordinating the efforts of the teams in 

the attack on ST .. LAURENT. However, as they came up on a shelf about half-

way up the bluff, a gun suddenly fired from the left so close that the blas 

1-iB.S deafenint;.. After careful examination, the muzzle of what apneared to 

be an 88-mm 1'Ias discovered protrudin,g frcm a small niche in the bluff, so 

mounted that it could fire only straight up the beach to the 'iVest, The x· 
rur.azing thing about this Has the excellent camouflage. A whole boat team 

of approximately 30 men had just cra>Tled up this bluff only about 50 yards 

to the right of this emplacement and didn 1 t see it. (l~4) 

Looking in the direction of fire, it r.ras obvious this gunner had 1vait d 

for a remunerative target, as an L.C .I. vlhich was just touching down burst 

into flames on the for\-mrd deck. Later it v-.ras discovered that the burning 

ship was L.C.I. 91 carrying the alternate headquarters of the ll6th R.C.T. 

and part of the 12lst Engineer Battalion with their demolitions stacked o 

the forward deck. Of the 25 men trapped in the forward hold it was estima ed 

that not one escaped. (45) 

Realizing that something had to be done about this gun quick, the 

S-2 sergeant, -who by the way was an exiled German of the Jewish faith~ 

(42) Personal knowledge 
(43) Statement of M Co. Camm.,Capt. Charles H. Kidd 
(44) Personal knowledge 
(45) A-5, P, 55-56 19 



particular~ anxiouS to defeat the Nazis,was sent back to direct the fire 

of an immobilized tank of the 7h3rd Tk Bn on the gun emnlacement. The ser-

geant had hardly uttered Lhe l'rords, 11 Yes Sir11 , and raised up enough to turn 

around, when he was shot by a burst of machine gun fire apparantly coming 

from within the embrasure of the emplacement. After placing a couple of 

'luick shots in the embrasure ~th his carbine, the Operations Officer crawled 

back down the bluff to the tank, got the attention of the crew by nounding 

on the turret with a rifle butt and directed a dozen tHnk rounds at the 

C'mplacement. However, the 75-rnm tank fire made no imnressj.on on the concrete 

rmd realizine it had been discovered, the enemy crew continued to fire up 

the beach at a rapid rate. (46) 

Finally, to make a long story short, the P')Sition was neutralized by 

placing demolition charges around the embrasure and blasting it in. It was 

later discovered that the ohly entrance to this position waS throu&h a 

tunnel over two hundred yards to the rear. (47) 

Locating the Battalion Commo.nder, Lt. Col. Heeks, '<ho by this time had 

collected the remnants of the headquarters group at the base of the bluff, 

the Operations Officer reported the results of his meager reconnaisance and 

recommended moving up on top of the bluff where some observation could be 

obtained and action to coordinate the efforts of the many boat teams could 

be instigated. The Colonel, who had been desperately trying to contact regi-

ment by the one surviving radio with no success, agreed, and by 0900 he and 

the Operations Officer with the Radio Operator and SerReant Belew, the 

third Operations Sergeant for the day, had reached a hedgerow some 200 yards 

from the top of the bluff and on the outskirts of ST. LI>.URENT. (Hap ID) (48) 

Here it was discovered that most of the rifle company boat teams had 

reached this point with light losses by crawling through the waist-high 

wheat fields covering the area between ST. LI>.URENT and the bluff. These 

(46) Perscnal knowledge 
(47) Personal knowledge 
(48) Personal knm<ledge 
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Hheat fields offered excellent concealment but practicallv no cover and it 

lrr::ts rather an exciting experience to see the v1heat ripplinr; along with a 

head occasionally popping up, sometiJues in a German - sanctimes an American 

h~lmet. Sporadic machine gun fire was coming from the to~-m and from the 

hi.gh ground to the Southwest across the draN running back from LES MOULINS 

at D-3 exit. (See 11ap III) (49) 

11 Company was still occupied by the fire fran E-l draw, (Map III), with 

the exception of one section of 8:1-nun mortars and one section of heavy 

machine gnns that had managed to crawl up to the hedgerow. Getting these 

weapons in position, the Battalion Commander was able to direc:t the first 

heav:v weapons fire support the battalion had received, on the positions across 

the D-3 draw. The first mortar shell either set off or caused the Germans 

to fire a battery of huge rockets, later· discovered to be 32-CM, which were 

so large they could be seen going through the air in their flight out towards 

the transport area. Fortunately, they fell harmlessly in the channel. (50) 

t became evident that to effect any coordination at least a partial 

reorganization must first be made. After considerable difficulty due to 

l~ck of cover and increasing machine gun and mortar fire, this was nartially 

accomplished in I and L Companies. 

By noon, the remainder of M Company had arrived, after assisting ele-

ments of the 16th n.C.T. in the reduction of the E-l strong point. (Map III) 

With the addition of this fire support .. the Battalion C~nder decided to 

attack to the Southwest across the D-3 draw with Companies I and L abreast 

to capture the hl.gh ground vlest of ST. lAURENT and attempt to push on to the 

previously designated battalion assembly aTea, (Map III) 

With the supporting fires of the 81-mm mortars and heavy machine guns, 

thicl<ened up by the rifle carnpa1 y weapons, this attack was Tlartially success-

ful, The leading platoons of I and L Companies took the nositions alonv, the 

(49) Personal knowledge 
(50) Persone.l knm<ledge 
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.....-"bluff b;r assaultinr: close behinrl. the mortar nren<?.ration, 1dlling an estimated 

?.5 n.n<i c:tpturinr; 10~ In at.temptinv to cont.inu8 th0 att.?.ck, however, the 

lco:tcljJlg elem~ts of both companies cnme under intense automatic weapons fire 

from the high-ground. After repeated f3.~,tcmpts to ?.sse.ult the position, 

causing considerable c<tsualties, the Battalion Commander decided to leave 

I Company to contain the enem.v position rtn0 to flank to the left throup,h the 

vill<lge \·.rith L Commmy. Up to this time, only lip,ht, snoradic fire of sniners 

h-1.d been ~·eceived from the villa.p.:e. HoHcver, 'IIFhen L Compa.nv 'Nith a section 

of Jnachine r;tm~ and 81-nun mortars at termted to m0ve arounri to the East into 

the town, heav-.r antanatic fire was received frcrn 3 directions. (See 1-fup III) 

Nevertheless, L Company had four;ht its way up to the center of the 

tmm by 1800 hours 'h'i"ten naval fj_re onened un on "':,he village church steenle, 

firinr, straight up the D-3 drav1 over the heads of most of the 3rd Battalion 

but rir:ht. into Lhe middle of L Comnany~ In the rthsr:mce o.f rq.dio communjcation, 

the o~)erations ofi'icer jmprovised a Hhitc flag and runni•'P: un on toP of 

the bluff, succeeded in signaling 11 cease fire 11 after much '•ri,r;-wagging bnt 

not before L Company tn. d received at least a dozen more casualties, in addition 

to those already received in the afternoon! s fjp~hting. Casualties here had 

be1:>n hcavl~r than on the heach for thifl battalion~ L Company ~-ras orrlered to 

pull back to the edge of ST ~ LA.UR"fi:J'i!T. 

At approxllnately 2000 hours, 3 self-propelled 105-mm howitz~rs from the 

ll6th Cannon Company, which had come in throup:h Exit E-1, vrorked their way 

up to thP 3rd Battalion where they were more than welcome. (51) 

Wit.h this neN reinforcement it l:-JaS decided to rnalce one more effort to 

flank this rosition around the left, this time i-dth K Company follm1ed in 

clree supnort by the 3 assault guns. 

At Uuslc the lead:ille platoon was on the crossroad, n:renaring to cross 
' 

under sun:1orting fire from the lead S .P ~, when the sound of tanlcs oould be 

heard to the East. The Opera-tions Officer, who \ffiS tryin.R: to coordinate the 

supporting fj.re for the attack across the road, l-Ja.S at the riaht corner of 

(51) Personal knowledge 
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the intersect.ion from 1.d1ich ooinl·, t.he tanks cc:ulrl b~ SP":n 1·1hen thwr cnn1~ in 

sight. several lmndred yards ,'J.M?.y. :;oNever, iJ, t-.he p:athl"!r:i.ng darkn~ss it ~-n-'.S 

difficult to determ.ine Hhcther they t·rerc frien•Uy or hostile until s lJdrl:enl;v 

they OPen<?d_ fire on t!Jr?. crossroad, lmockin,i! o,_,t one S .P. A ha z ooka. t eMm 

Has quickly di:-:;patched t.o ilanh_ them, but the~: <·rj_t.hdre':·f, nrob:J.bly dne to 

F!nP-my fran across th8 road. It '-ras later discnvcred that they •:;ere four 

t.:::r~<:3 frorn the ?l,lst Tank Battalion supportinp the ll5th Infantry in an 1m-

fWccessful nttcmnt to enter 3T. L.I\UFENT fran the Er•.st. (52) 

By 2300, 6 Jun"2! l9l:h, it ho1.d f!. -tten so d0.rk that t.he Battalion Comrrtanrier 

·-'0cided to hold up for the night in present nositions. Comt:'anies ':·rere 

o~:·rJered to consolidate positions and resume attack at, da7rlir-ht. 

Eeanwhile, the Battalion Commander and staff attemnt..ed to c oorcUnate 

v:i.th elemr~rrts of other units 1·rhich had come into :its area, incll,<i]ng 

f-
1,-,.,ior Binr:h:~m, C .0. of the 2nd "l.L. T., \Vho ho.d a fel.·r sections cf G and H 

Corrrr-~nies, and 2 Mt.i-tanl{ f:!.Ull3 fran the 116th A.nti-Tank Comnan:y. Th~se 

·u,-o.1•e plac·2r1 to covr.r the npnroach from the Sout.h in anticipa.tion of a counter-

attack at do. 1m. (53) 

This h:,_d been n ver,y demoralizing day. In addition to lt:mding '"et and 

miserable on that chilly June ElorninP,, see:inr: all th.z; death anr'l_ des-l·,rnction 

on -'::.he beach, .r:r.ettinp; sh nt UT> by friendly Naval and Tank fil·e, the battalion 

'~''l.S still far short of its D-Day objective. 

The Br:>.ttl3lion S-2 had found from interro~ation of the few 1'risoners 

carJtureci- the accent was on 11 destro:y11 not 11 c<:'l.ptnre11 that da;r- that the beach 

,._n,s held h:' e:Lements of the ?16th Division, ns Inl.ell:i.p,ence 0stimates had 

st·.ated, h\lt those in ST. LA.lJP.lTJT were fran the veteran 352nri Division l-Ihich 

1·!-"l.S supposed to be in ST. LO. Unfortunately for us, they had arrived 2/r 

hours earl·i er for anti-invasion maneuvers. (54) 

Further attempts ·Here made to contact the ll6th R.C.T. Hdgs. by radio 

. (52) A-5, n. 101. 
(53) Personal knowleclge 
(51,) Pe1·sonol kno»ledge 
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and messenger without success. However, about midnight, the Regimental 

Communications Officer, who wandered ·into the 3rd Battalion by accident 

while looking for ll6th F.C.T., brought the sad ne«s thot the R.C.T. Artillery 

Battalion (lllth F.A.) had lost ll of its 12 guns due to DUKW's sinking 

from rough seas and overloading. (55) 

D~l CHANGE IN PLANS 

At daylip,ht on 7 Jm1e, the 3rd Battalion was alert and ready for the 

exnected counter-attack to come along the TREVIERES-ST. L.I\URENT Road which 

seemed to be the loeical avenue of approach. Hov1ever, this counter-attack 

struck in the VIERVIIJ.E area approximately a mile to the TI'Test, driving ln 

the meager outposts and capturing part of Co. C, 12lst Engineers, who. were 

dur, in aro=d the CHATEAU DE VAli!UCEL. (See Hap IV) The remainder of the 

company 1-m.s forced back into VIERVILLE. (56) 

The 3rd Battalion Commander was preparing to continue the attack ore-

viousl;r planned lNhen Col. Canham, Commander of the 116th H.C.T., arrived by 

way of D-3 exit 1;ith the information that General Gerhardt had landed, making 

certain c hanees in plan. 

The ll5th Infantry ""uld take over the mission of the 3rd Battalion; 

ll6th, complete the clearing of ST. LAURENT and drive towards LONGUEVILLE. 

(Hap IV) The ll6th Infantry W>uld direct its attack tmrards the West and 

Southwest. The lst Battalion, >lith a strength of approximately 250 men, 

plus the 5th Ranger Battalion and Companies A, B and C of the 2nd Rangers, 

supported by 10 tanks of B Company, 743rd TaiL'< Battalion, would drive \'lest 

on the highway to1rsards POINT DU HOE to relieve the remaining 3 companies of 

2nd Rangers, known to be isolated there in bad condition due to heavy 

casualties sustained in landing and shortage of arrmunition. The 2nd and 3rd 

Battalions WJuld move rr/est towards VIERVILLE, cleaning out remaining nockets 

of resistance on the bluff, and then advance towards tolJVIERES. This attack 

(55) Personal knowledge 
(56) A-5, p. 123 



would be supported by 2 Artillery Battalions, the lllth F.A. with only one 

gun left and the 58th F.A. Battalion (S.P.) with less than half its guns 

in action. (57) 

The 3rd Battalion, Hith I and L Companies abreast, leaving the 2nd 

Battalion to ccmplete the clearance of D-3 exit and LF..S HOULINS, moveri :·Jest 

along the bluffs, destroyine; a number of machine gun nositions, numerous 

sniDers and capturing a considerable nmnber of prisoners from the concrete 

emplacements and dugouts. (See Map IV) (58) 

Upon reaching VIERVILLE, which also was still infested ':.rith snipers, 

U1e 3rd 8attalion turned South towards LOUVmRES, followed later by the 

2nd Battalion. With the same formation, I and L Companies abreast, the 

battalion fought its way against increasing res;stance to the outskirts of 

LOUVIERES by 1700 hours, at which time orders t·Tere rece] ved to null back 

to VIERVILLE for the ni~ht, in anticipation of another counter-attack. Both 

the ll6th Infantry Etnd 29th Division Headquarters :.1ere in vicinity of that 

village. (See Map IV) (59) 

At 2000 hours, the Battalion Conrrnander had assigned tentative defense 

FJ.reas to the companies anrl Hith the Operations Officer, fad met the 

Regimental S-3, Eajor Tom Howie (later kno>m as the Hajor of St. Lo) at the 

crossroad in ~~he center of VIERVILLE to receive orders. This conference '• 

1vas interrupted by the heaviest artillery concentration so far exnerienced. 

Being of medium caliber, it lasted for 30 minutes and inflicted heavy 

casualties in men and material. Three anti-aircraft guns (40-mm) were ~ 

destroyed and a half do7,en anununit ion trucks "'ere set on fire, causing 

shells to explode ~·or several hours afterwards. Numerous fires 1-1ere 

started in Ghe villaee, one being a warehouse of German rubber goods which 

burned all night. 

This concentration was immediately followed by a counter-attack from 

the South which again carried past the CHATEAU DE VAUIUGEL before being 

(57) A-5, p. 122-123 
(58) Personal knowledge 
(59) Personal knowledge 
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stopped by the mortar ~.nd sm-1.ll anns fire of the 3r<i Battalion. Th~ attackin~ 

force estim<1terl !:.'.S a reinforced comrany Ni.th1i· ew vrith heav_v losses. (60) 

By 2330 the b:1ttal:ion b!ld crganizerl part nf a ner:imet~r riefense around 

VIE:HVILLE, l'l ith thfl 2nd Battalion on the ri.o:ht ~nd h comnanies of the 5th 

Hangers on the left. (See Hap IV) (61) 

During the afternoon, the l75th, fot'Jrlerly :in V Corps Heserve, had la.n':led, 

moved thrrugh 'lil•:RVILLE to vic:tnity of GRUCHY, and "t-Tas released to 2Qth 

Division. (Map IV) General Gerhardt officiall:v assumed canmand of the 

ent:i.re 29th at 1700 hours and issued 29th Division Field Orrler No. 3 at 2330. 

The ll5th Infantry wa.s given the mis sian of protecting the division's left 

fle.nk, by seizing and holding the hiv,h ground frcm LOIDUEVILLR to N0BHANVILE. 

The 116th Infantl~y, l-rith Rangers attached, would continue westward a.s nlanned, 

cleoTing out enemy resj st:"1.nce from rRANJ.)Cti}.!P to ISJGNY. Tbe 175th Infantry 

1.-rith 2 companies of the ?h?th Tank Battalion attached, ~-'Ollld make a nip:ht 

atta.ck from GRUC}f{ via E1' 1GLESVILLF'..-LACM':Bl•~ and c.:n~ture ISIGNY. Enemy forces 

in the 29th Division zone nt this time hA.rl. been identified as elemffits of 

the 9lhth, 916th and ?26th Infantry Regiments, suonorted by artillery nositions 

in the GRANDCANP-NAISY area Hhich were still very active desnite a great 

volu111e of Naval fire thR.t had been pJaced in that area. (62) 

Q...b_ll.F..SCUE OF THE RANGEHS AI-:D Cill'Tlll1Jl OF GRANDCIIJ.-;p 

At 0600, 8 June l9hh, the 2nd Rnd 3rd Battalions, the h comoRnies of 

5th lianger::;, and A & C Companies of the 7h3rd Tank Battalion moved out frCfll 

vn:nVILLE on the coastal highway in the direction of r;RANDCAJ.'P Nl.th the 3rd 

nat tCJlion leading in adv:::tnce guarrl. formation. ( 63) 

The move to ST. PII~RliE-00-NCf.JT was uneventful excent for occasional 

artillery and sniper .fir-e. By this time a system hrtri. been devised for 

dealing t'rith snipers. InGtead of lettinr, a feH snipers hold un the advance 

(60) A-5, p.l23. 
(61) Persoml knmlledge 
(62) A-5, p.l27 
(63) A-5, p. 128 
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of n. VTllo1e unit, it l·m.s f()und thnt i1 tank ilnd n. SQU:'ld or less of Infcmtry 

could be dror1rv;;d off to 'leal 1-rj_th them Hhile the main body l\ent movin,o:. The 

tank would spray the susnected area ,_·rith mach:i ne r:un firP- · ·h:i le the Infant f"\T-

men movcrl in close enoup:h to loc::tte the :;miner. f{uite often, this ,,ms a 

difficult task since Jncst of them wore c1:01rnouflage Gllits nnoi stranned them-

Sf":lves hir;h up in a tree of very th:i_cl{" foliap;e. Hmrever, once looateoi, it 

W"'S like shooUnr.: squirrels tc hrinr: them d01-m. (6h) ·:.. 

Contact 1·m.s made i·d.th the lst ib,ttalion B.nrl 5th Ranger Battalion (-) 

jw::-t l·Jest of S'r a PIV.H.HE-DU-}:ONT. Tltey had been unsuccess fnl :i.n est.<tblishing 

contact '.-.'ith t11e 2nd Ranr;ers on POINTE-DUE-HOE the d.;-:o.y before, hut a natrol 

had infiltrated through during the night '-rhich brourht back the message 

that the sibc;ltion there was rlespe:t'CJ,t.e. Conse0_uently, CoL Canham orflered 

that ct cc:ordinated attack be J11rtdc to rescue the n::m_r:ers on the POUJTE. (65) 

At JOOO hours, the lst Battalion Rnd 5th Rangers attacke(l Northwest 

from ST. FIEP..FP, Dll 1WNT to ~~trike the East flank of the nosition, while the 

3rcl nattCJlion HLth the tr-•nks of A and C Comranies, 743rri. TA.nk Battalj.on, 

novr along the highway sane 120 yards :·Jest of ST. PIETWTI:-TXr-nmT, 1-roulrl attack 

due North to hit the enemy rear. At first the tank conmanjes refused to P,O 

unless the are01. <ias first checked for mines, bnt si ncoO! time did not nennit 

the Colonel ot·dcred them to go <tny-way .. 

'rhe 3rd. Battalion attacked vrith Companj.es I and L .'ihreast, follo, .. r~d 

closely by one platoon of 5 tanks, t·rhile K Comnany and the remainder of the 

tanh.s stayed in mobile reserve near the highY.ray. N Gomnany, sunuorted the 

att.ack h'i th 81-rrun mortarG. This a rea l-m.s under observation from (;R.AUDCAJ-'Jl 

and during the attack the Jrd BattHlion received h8n.vy concentrations of 

artillery and mortars from that vicinity, thereby receivin_g considerable 

casualties. Three of the tanks lost tracks due to mine explosions but the 

remaining 2 gave good direct fire supnort. Hhcn the leading ccmnanies crune 

'(7i4) Personal knowledge 
(65) Personal knowledge 
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v.rithin 500 yards of the f"OHf'TB, they cmne under intense Gennan machine RUn 

01nd anti-aircraft vTeapons fir~ frcrn a noint several hunrlrerl yards T.fest of 

the POINTB and from a concrete bunker db·ectl:v South of the POINTE. (Man V) 

One c•f the t.1.nks was concentr:ttinp 0n this bunk0.r 1·rhen the German machine 

p,un suddenly ceased fj r lnr; nnd the !~nngers lobo harl been firinll it :raised 

2.n Alf1.ericrm FL"tg. Several casualties Nere recei ve<i b~r both sides rtue to 

t1d s confusinf~ situo?.tion. The bntt<1lion effort NHs then concentrated on 

the :.'[estern position nnd the rcmaininn: enemy resistance was annihilated by 

1200 houro. ( 66) 

In the t-.roods South14est of POINTE-lJUE-HOE, the h.?.tt.'tll on c~.nt.ured 6 

150-rrun gun5 Hhich had been moved there nrior to the aerial s.nd Naval born-

bardment of their concrete emplacements on the POINTE. (67) 

The ll6th was quickly reorgan:l_zed anrl Col. C<inh~m issued a brj ef oral 

order as follmvs: 5th HRnp;ers rrroulc'l cross the inunrlaterl are~. South of the 

bridge and destroy ener1:v strong points vrhi.ch 1rrere coverlnr: the brl dge ~·rith 

c:mtonkttic h'eapons fire; the 3rd Battalion 'With tanks wculri then cross the 

bridge and cttpture the tm-m of C~RANDCAFP, assisted h;v tre 2~d nat tal ion; 

(Map VI) the lst Battalicon with 10 tanks of B Comnany, 7h3rd Tank Battalion, 

vrouJd move South to JUCOVILlE and then continue on to canture l:AISY; (Map II) 

the 2nd Rangers >roulo follw the 2nd nattalion. (68) 

After several attempts, Col. Rudder sent back rt messap.:e to the effect 

that mortar and machine r,nn fire -v.ras so heavy the crossinP" c0ulri nrt be made 

in daylight. Turning to the Onerations Officer of the 3rd Battall.on, Colonel 

C::mham iss'·,ed n f:r:-agrn~ntary order consistinp: of: 11 Smith, tell }'iP.eks to p:et 

his battalion rrtoving and cross thrtt danm hridge! 1
• After l'.'etting nermi ssion 

to shell the strong points across the river 1dth Naval fire, the 01"'erations 

Officer reported back to Col. Meeks 1trl.th the orders. CoL Neel<s was not 

very haruy about it but heartil:v Rp:reed to the Naval fire recorrunen>i<ttj_on. 

Not a. single Naval Shore Fire Control Officer had surviverl but the 2nd 

(6o) A-5, p. 129 
(67) Personal knowledge 
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BntLalion still had a NSFC radio ''·nd onera.tor. Borrowing t,hese, t,he Onerations 

Officer moved un on the hill ovcrlool<inp; r";RfLNDCt,NP n.nd b·;- use of the coorriina.t,e 

method 1-.ras nble to direct 113 rotm1ls from the heavy British cndser GLA.SCO\V 

e.nd the U. S. Battlesl1ip ·1.'EXAS on the stronrnoints cov~ring the bridge and 

entrance to the tmm. (tJ9) 

At H)JO the 3rd natt<:!.lion attackecl in column c•f comn.!\nies in orrler K, 

L, I "t'lith l:,h1~ few remaining tanks of Go. C., 743rd Tank Battalion, in close 

support of K Company. Compan,y N went into position on the hi,~h r:rounrl to 

sur-JDort the attack l'lith machine r~uns and ,~n-rnm mortars, firin.~ \·rhite nhos

nhorous. As soon as the brirlr;e was crossed, the formati.on would chan,ge to 

2 compm ies abreast 'dth L on the left, each to clear half of thR town in 

its zone. (!1ap VI) 

Several attempts Nere made by K Company before they finallY got a foot

hold on the other side. The hrirlp~ was sweDt "rit.h mRchine PUn fire and in

tense mortar fire r.1ined dmm on both approaches. One trtnk succeederl in 

p;ettinr; across but Has knocked out by a mine; the other two moved un to 

the bride;e and covered the crossing of the remainder of K Commny b:v direct 

cannon and machine gun :fl re. 

Although acro::;s the bridge, K Ccmpany was oinned to i.he ditch on both 

sides of the road by a veritable screen of macbin<O! run fire ccrnin.P' from nill

boxes to the right and left of the road. This stalemate vms finally broken, 

hov.iever, by the heroic efforts of one man, a platoon sergertnt named f'erea-ory. 

Feregory crauled up the ditch alone and into a trench which led ]nto the 

rear of one of the strong T)oints. Anned onl.v ':Tith his bayonet and hand 

grenades, Feregory killed 7 and cavtu.red one officer and 16 men whom he pro

ceeded to br:l.ng back by cra,.;ling along the same route. L Compan._y had c:rossed 

by this t:iJne and moved along the river to the left to outflank the Southern 

strongpoint. Since K Compan,y had received heav;,r casualties including the 

(69) Personal knowledge 
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l;ompany Conunander Jnd 2 platoon leaders in this action, I Ccrnnany was ordered 

to r:u ss throu,rh K and mCNe through GRANDCM-'IP abreast ~1f 1, clearing the area 

between the higln'ffiy .·u1rl the coast. (!-lap VI) Sgt. Peregor:v's action harl so 

insnired all those 11-ilm srn1 it thn.t they rose un eHs a man and 1win_p: marclling 

fire, moved rapidly into the tmm vrhere consi derahle close-in street fi.f!htinJ;~: 

ensued. Peregory vra.s ftoSthumously a>·.rarded the Herlal of Honor for this 

ecticn. (70) 

I Comp.:1.ny pushed along the coa.st forcin~ the surrender of a number of 

pillboxes until they h."\d advanced lie] l ahead of L Comnany anrl Nere ninned 

dm-m temnorarily by fire from 3 sides, sufferinP; hea.v:v c::isualties. 

The Battalion C:oonn;.1I1der sent the 00 erations Officer to hold I Company 

until 1 could overtake them~ ':lhi:).e giving this message to Captain Clowe, 

I Company Cammrtnder, a heavy mortar concentration l~ded on the cannany, 

woundinfS a. number of men, canpletely shattering Captain Clowe 1 s left ann 

and J.er; and wounding the Operations Gfficer in a snot l-rhich made it very 

difficult for him Lo sit durinv, the next feN days. Heanwhile, the Hep;imental 

Commander had arrived on the scene and ordered the 2nd Battalion to assist 

L Company, without any coordination with the 3rd Uattalion Cornrnm der, there-

by resulting in a great ri.eal of confusion. (Map VI) Finally, however, a 

junction of L and I Comllany forces was made at the Nestern enrt of tor,.m and 

it was considered cleared by midnight. Improvised litte)--bearing narties 

v.rere orP:anized to evacuate the many wounde(l along the '·.'aterfront. The 3rd 

Bat tali on then moved South to the high groun<i be.ck of GRAN DCAI!JP and snent 

the night dug in aloiJF, hedgerows in that area. (Map VI) (71) 

During the night the Germans pounded the tolt.'ll "rith artillery and mortars 

and a force of about 12 or 15 2-engined bombers made a strike but missed the 

troops and the town. The bombs landed harmlessly in the open halfwa:r betTr.'een 

r:RANIJCAHP and ~IAISY. (Hap VI). 

(70) PersonRl know1edge 
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Patior.. and rumnunition trucks .::trriveri durinr: the njght fnr thf':! first time 

since D-Day and for once the men welcomerl it ncn ration. 

D 3 AND !, ~~Q!'.PJ.!l9 Ul' AND DEF'cr.JSE OF TPE BEACIIHTIAD_ 

During the n:ight of ?-9 June_,l9hh, the 2·'?t,\: Division issned Field Order 

Ho. 1+, whi.ch assif~nerl the following mission: ll5th Infantry would cross 

the AURE RIV.!~R, se:i.ze JHtJCr~lJI~VILLE, COLOHBif~RES anrl the r.~ALETTE 1.'/fX"lD and be 

prepared to continue t.he attack tmm.rds ST. LO; 116th Infantn-~ mulrl can-

plete lts moPPing up mission between nR.ANDCANF and ISIGNY, then revert to 

Division Heserve o.nd move to the hj ghp,round in vicinity of LONGUTWILLE-LA 

CAJo.'iBf~ to deff!n(l. the beachhead ar,ainst cou_nter-atL:-tck; ~,he 175th Infantry, 

after sec1-'rjng ISIC:NY and est~blishing contact with 1/II Corns, would move 

South tmmrd LIS ON, protectin~ rif(ht flank of V Corns. (72) 

At dawn the 3rd Battalion bec·~n its day by C?..ntUt'irfu n comoon~r of 

Germ.o:tns l-lhi.ch had bivouacked in an adjacent fielrl. durinP" the confusinp: nie:ht 

fighting. Apparently the Blue and Gray Division hRd gaine•-:1 scme sort of 

renutation, at le.~.st ldth t.he Germans, bec!:urse one :vounP: lieutenant cried 

and begged to be allm•red to ~vrite home to his mother before he was shot. He 

was very nleasrtntly surprised '-'Jhen the Battalion Intelligence Officer offerRd 

him some 11 C11 Rations instead, and gratefully told all he knew abo11t the de-

fense of GRANDCAHP, which assisted .e:reatly in tbe final monninr.: un in that 

to;m. (73) 

At 0-'~JO, 9 June l9l14. a reiriforced ccmnany ,.., as sent brtck into r;RANOCAMP 

to complete the mopt1ing up. 'I'hey met very little resjstmce except at one 

large cone rete bunker which refused to surrendAr. They were .forced to sea.l 

the die-hards in their concrete tanb with explosives. (?h) 

The lst Battalion had continued its attack to r-EFOSSE-FONTENAY and 

there captured the last coastal battery in this area. (75) 

At a.bout noon on 9 June, the 3rd Battalion leadinP" the retdment in B.d

vance guard formation moved out from GRANDCANP along the 1-WSY-JUCOVILLE 

72) A-5, p. 11,1.-11,6 
(73) Personal knowledr:e 
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(75) A-5, p. 145 
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route to i_tG defensive position nP-ar Low::!n:wn.r.-r.:. (Hans II and VI) 

The reDt. of tlw cl1.y ' .. r."ts spent, in nrgani7i i_nr: rlef"'!nsivoJ positions A.nd. 

;tnt:ic ipatinr, the first r:ood nir;ht 1 s rest since D-DC!..:V. 

The nig~t was rel<lt i v-Jl.v quiet, d.isturbe.(~ only once h?.' <1 German clir raid 

Hhich hit. an anmmnition dump in L Compan,Y' a area, causinP. a fe·:! caoualties 

in th:Jt company and _·i_n the sunportinp: troops or J.1 Comnan.Y.. 

10 Jun-e l94l~ we.s spent. in reorgA.nization. The re_giment l'taS dmm to 

apnroximately 50 per cent of its original fightinp; strength and the lst 

Battalion was badly in need of officers. Consequently, officers anrl key 

non-commissioned officers 1·1ere tr'?-nsferred from 2nd rtnrl. 3rd Batt::~.lions to 

the lst Battalion, (76) 

Late in the evening, orders '>Tf:!re received to nrepare to move South 

on 11 June, l9l~, tm"letrds ST~ LO, but that is 8.nother story. 

SUHHARY 

The lOt.h of June 19hh finds thP- 3rd Battalion on the srune objective 

it \'/aS supposed to reach on D-DCLy, a much sadder and wiser organization. 

Difficulties encountered on the beach and the consequent loss of 

com:nunicati ons and fire support, nlus the fact. that this •·.ras its first 

t<:~.ste of combat, m1.de the rate of nrogress very slow for this battalion 

in the early stages of this operat-i_on. 

Hmvever, ~s canmunications improved, fire support increased, and 

l!1cthods of dealing tdth the German tnct.ics were devised, the rat.e of -orog-

rf~::>s steadily increased. 

Although nothinr; SPectacul:1r 1.-m.s achieved. in this four. da:rs' action, 

the very fact that the enemy coastal batteries ''~ere redncerl and a lar_ge 

number of smaller artillery pieces were captured, relieved ronditions on 

the beach considerably and made a faster build up -possible after the lOth. 

Heamvhile, other elements of the division lancling later, j_n much better 

condition, were able to make rapid advances inlartd, snch as, a 12-mile night 

mo.rch made by tho l75th Infantry to capture ISIGNY. (?6a) 

(76) Personal knowledge 
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Cnsnalties b.y· battalion are not available. However, the 116th Infantry 

,,rhich landed with a strength of 3J.i8:6, rec.ei·vE'!d exactly 3 3-l/3 ner cent 

cn.suM.lt :i es during this w~riod . 

Killed in Action 
Wounded in Act ion 
Hissing in Action 

Total 

. The distribution \'l<'ls as follows: 

390 
597 

_ _l,.l 

1,030 

Of this total, over 80 \iere of fict1rs, more than half the officer strength 

or the rerimcnt. (7?) 

ANALYSIS AND CHITICISH 

For a special operation of this type, the importance of traininr: cannot 

be overemphasized. It must be realistic ;:md should be conducted on terrrtin 

similar to that, upon Hhich the ass;1.ult is tn be made. This Has trne of the 

training conducted in Eng1-'1nd, by the Jrd Battalion, l16th Infantr~r, with 

a f~'" :im1•ortant exceptions. They had unrl.ergone numerous nractice assaults 

e.t the Assault Training Center at VJoolacomhe and Slanton Sands, using live 

arruuunition and actual Ai:r a.nrl. Naval fire support. Consea 1J_ently, they •:.rere 

: .. ,ell trained in this asDect of the operat::Lon. Hmtevcr, none of these "r\ractice 

landings had been r1nde under such adverse conriitions as those existinr::: D-Day. 

In the practice landings the Channnl had been relativelv smooth. Very .few 

men had been affected by seasickness and practicall;r all landim~s were more 

or less 11 dryl1 ones. Assn.ult teams had landed right in front of the:i.r ob-

jectives, as planned, .ctnd therefore rehearsals in reduction of dummy forti-

fications progressed very rapidly and smoothly. r~uite to the contrary, on 

D-Day, ev(~rything seemed to go Nrong. First, the 1.-reather was Vf':ry- bad, the 

skies \·rere heavily overcast, and the wind was so strong that the channel was 

very rough. As a result, the Air Force could net bomb the beaches, as 

planned, and all the beach defenses and underwater obstacles, which mie:ht 

have been destroyed by this bombn.rdment were still active. Man:v assault 

(77) A:_6, p, 30b 
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crnft were sHamned hy thC! !1eavy seas and others bec3.IDC lost from their f!uid~ 

bo:'!.t and driftP.rl off, to J;1nr.l far to the H:ast 0f their assiP:ned ob.iec~·.iv~s. 

'l'hn te.'J.ms that rnn.nn.P,erl to get throup:h the beach ·"'bstacles safelv lmre 

grog1w from sea-sick!1ess ::tnd. shocked at the lonf! stretch of onen s.:mds on 

~·.rhich not n. sign of a bomb crater '-was visible. The fortifications facing 

th0.m were not the S.'1Jlle ones on 1rrhich they had rehearsed, t-h ich causert sane 

hesitatjon, and hesitation on that beach C.:luserl cA-sualties. 

AlthouRh specialization is necessary for this tyne of oneration, 

flexibility is ::Llso essential. Therefore, assault teams should have been 

trained to assault any ,~--·int on the beach rather than one snecific point. 

2. FIHE SUPPORT PLAN 

Planning for this opera.tion had been very thorouP:h and gr-eat care had 

bf.~en exercised in establishing a synt.em for ~.h~ control of the gre-1.t vohnne 

oi' fire support av<J.ila.ble for it. '.-'lith the exception of the alr hornbard

ment, ever;ythine; went ~-rell until the landing and then the system broke 

down, ma~_nly due to the facts that replacements t-..•e•,e not avB..ilahle for the 

Naval Fire Control Officers; the system was too denendent on radio communi

cat ions; anrl the lllth Field Artillery. Battalion, attached to the ll6th 

Combat Team, Has completely disorganized when all of its v,uns except one 

uent to the bottom of the channel in DUK1;-l' s. 

Failure to anticipate such a calamity and the breakdm-m of radio 

communic,'ltions meant that the 3rd Dattalion was ,.n_thout Naval or Artiller;~,r 

fire sunnort .for the first 2 days of the onerat:i.on. Had this fire smmort 

not been lost, much greater progres:J could have been macte on D-Da:;r and D+-1, 

and, undoubtedly, casualties l'loulrt have been liRhter. It s0ems that at 

1~ast 2 systems of fire control should have ho::en establi~hed in each 

assault battalion and at Combat Team Headquart-ers. 

3. commTICATIONS 

As high as 75 r:er cent of the radiOs in the regiment fa'j_led to function 

after the landinr,, man,y due to di:rect hits by <lrtillery and small anns fire 
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and a Jarr:c munber due to i.mnroper WA.terf)roofinp;. r,.reat care h-"l/1 b"'en 

ex.erd.s12rl :in b'at<?rrwoo.n.nr: r:uiios hut obviousl~· tt ,.·ns not enoor:h. It is 

possihle that German defenders had been instrncterl to knock ont radios first 

or they m?y hGve mistaken them for flc'Jnethrm.rers. 

HegHrdless of the reason for the lres of canmunication, it cm:,ributed 

more to the d:i.sorp;anlzation and L'lck of coordination rtnrl fi rP. sunnort than 

any other sinr:le factor. Had cormmmication becm rt.rlequate, contact could 

have been nr:1de with the ll5th Infantry at ST. LAlJR.ENT and bv a coorrlinated 

attack, ru pported by Naval fire, the 3rd Battalion could have reached its 

D-Day Objective. 

Lookinr, hac].; on the situnt:.ion now, it seems that more effort Eh ould 

have been exerted towards establishing contact ~·rith ad.iacent unj ts hv foot 

messenger CJnd patrols. However, at the time, after seeing e1ll the rieath 

;_m,.:_ destnJ ction on I'", he beaches, each unit ,got the imnression that it was 

the only one Je ft nnd its battle became more or less one for survival .. 

This is substantia ted to some extent by the German LXXXIV Corps 1 report 

to Seventh Army as of noon, 6 June l9h4, 1vhich staten in effect that 

.;~,ttemnted sea landinr,s from the VIRE to RAYEIJX had b~en comnletely smashed. (?R) 

4. 1"/l!:ATHJ<;R , 

Contrary to the old belief that weather is a neut,ral factnr in warfare, 

it WA..S proven in this operation to be a particularly jmnort::mt influence on 

the outcome of an amohibious assault of a fortified coast .. 

Dne to the overcast skies, bombs scheduled to be dronned on the beach 

to '~'rovide some cover on the 500 yards of flat sanrl had to be carri eri inland 

or back to England. 

The suner-secret DD tank which had weathered numerous swimming pool 

tests and actual landings at Slapton Sands, England, was no match for the 

heavy sP.as encountered D-Day. Of the 32 l::tunched, onl:v 6 reached the shore 

in operational conrlition. Nor ~-vere the DUKW's of the lllth F.A. Battalion 

(78) A-5, p. 113 
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;</nich, similn.rly, had •..reathered :=tll practice landings, abl"! to cone "rith 

h'.~<lvy SP3S. Consequently, much mo1·e valuable fire surmort went to thR bottom 

of the Enr,lish Chcmnel. Loss of this adrJition~.l 3.1 nport harl. a very riamaFtinp: 

effect on the efficiency of the h.'lttalion :=ts well aG on +-,he morale of the 

trooDs. 

5. LF.J\DERS HIP 

The S11cces~ of this operation can be attrihuted l~rR:8l't to the initiative 

and ar:gre!::s:ivene::;s 0f .Jm"'ll nnit 1c .~.riers, ,.,mo rnn.de the best of a b.::td situatj rn. 

Landin_g :Ln most ca.ses f.g,r off their assip:ned oh:jectives, ldth large losses 

of men .1nd equipment in the Hater, they had to imnrovise in orrler to cone 

vrith the strnnge fortifications to their front. Those teams '··Jt10se leaders 

' ~-.•ere lost becR.me confused and bewildered and J11H.de little effort to go further 

··:.. 
than the protection of the s_tone shinp:le. Consequent~v, casualties ·,rere 

heavier among these units, due to the volume of fir0 on the beach, than a.monp; 

' 
those that drove on inland by assault or infiltration methods. 

Considerable can be said for leadershin on the enem:v side as well. 

Apparently, the enemy troops Here led by well-qualified Gennan af ficers a'.nd 

non-commissioned officers bec,quse, although renuted to be of low morale, thf'!:r 

fn>,_lght wlth great determination, even 1'1hen by-nassed and cut off from the 

rear, cmd relatively feN· prison0rs 1·.rere taken. 

6. INTELLIGENCE 

The intellip:ence covcraee provided to the Battalion nrior to this 

operatj on 'tffiS excellent. Almost every minute detail of the enemy beach 

defenses was known and troops were briefed on models that contained very 

realistic and accurate enemy information. The only information which was 

not disseminated wis the fact that the 352~d German Infantry Division had 

Jnoved un to reinforce the beach defenses 25 hm1rs in advance of the landinFt. 

At the time, this seemed to be a terrible oversight, but after analyzing 

the situn.tion objectively, th'e success of the entire oneration may depend 

bn that accidental, or otherwise, pr€'.mature corrnnitment o:f' that division. 
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Fjrst, if the troops had kno•m of its presence, there woulri certa.inl~· have 

b(~en a demnr8.li.zinp; effect on the::-:. Second, if th.!'!.t. divisi nn harl been free 

to counter-::tttack in force on D-Day or D+l in the 3rd Batt<1lion sector or 

any other sector on tlfAHA., it is doubtful th8.t thc~vT cnulrl have bAen st.onned 

short of tlle beaches. 

LESS01JS 

1. l'raininp; for an amphibious assault operation should be conducted 

under the most adverse conditions possible in order that R.ll deficienc:i.es 

may be detected anrl corrected. 

2. Since Naval fire supper~ i.s invaluable in amnhibious assault, plans 

should provide for at least· one alternate system of fire control and for 

the innuedinte replacement of naval shore fire control officers who may 

become c2.surdt ies. 

3. Extreme care must be exercised in the waterproofin.r: of communicRtion 

eauiunent to he used. in an amphibious assault. 

h. J.-'leather is a particularly decidinp; factor in the success or failure 

of an amuhibious assault. 

5. Success of an <31Itphibious ass·ault is heavily dependent on the 

initiative and a~gressive leadership of the small unit comm.<1.nder. 

6. Accurate anrl timely intellir.;ence is essentinl to thP. snccess of an 

amphibious assanlt of a fortified coast. 
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