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THE OPFHATIONS CF THE 3vd BATTALION, 116th INFAMTRY
(29th INFANTRY DIVISICN) ON OMAHA BEACH, HNCORMAITY
FRANCE, 6-10 JUNE, 1944.
(NOHMANHY CAFPAICN)
(Personal Experience of a Battalion Operations Of i cer)
ORIENTATION
THTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the overations of the 3rd Battalion, 116th
Infantry, 29th U. S. Division, in-the assault on OMAHA BEACI, NORMANDY
FRANCE, 6~10 June, 1944, during Operation OVERLORD,

In order to give the reader a clear understanding of the necessity
for, and mapnitude of, this massive operation, it is necesz ry to briefly
discuss some major events of the Buropean War which had tak-n place up to
that time, .

As early as April, 1942, the British and American Governments were
agreed that the knockout punch required to bring the powerfnl Nazi war
machine to its knees would be a cross—channel assanlt againet the vaunted
Hdestern Wall of Foriress Europe, driving deep into the hearl. of Cermany.
However, due to shortages of men and equipment, esnecially landing craft,
at that time, it became evident that the only oreration whi~h could be
mounted successfully that year was TORCH, the invasion of Al'rica. (1)

The successful cempletion bf the North Africen Campairsn, the liberation
of 3icily and the subsequent invasion of Italy by the magnificent American
Fifth and British Fighth Armies; plus Soviet successes on the FEastern Front
at Stalingrad and the Volga, marked the turning point in Ax’s tactics, from
lightning Bilitzkrieg to stubborn defense. (2)

Although our troops in Italy were making splendid propress, they were
faced with an almost impenetrable barrier, the ALPS, The only feasible
averme of approach to Germany, the EHONE RIVER VALLEY, was too nmarrow to

permit the maneuver necessary to erush the German Armies in YWestern BEurope,
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So it was imperative that our main effort be diverted baeck to the channel
coast line of France. (3)

At the Casablanca Conference in Jamuary, 1943, the Combined Chiefs of
Staff appeinted Lt, Gen. Sir E. E. Morgan to the post of Chief of Staff to
the Supreme Allied Commander (designate) and directed him to begin planning
for 2 full-scale assenlt on the fortified coast of France, An organization
called COSSAC was formed, which, with a combined British and American Staff,
began work on preparation of this plan. By July, 1943, an Cutline Plan
galled Operation OVERLORD had been completed and in Augnst of the same vear
it was approved at the Quebec Conference. (4)

This plan had as target date for the oreration, 1 May 1944, and en-
visioned the use of three Infantry and two Airborne Divisions in the initial
assault, with two divisions following up immediately, (5)

Upon his appointment as Supreme Commander of Allied Expeditiomary
Ferces, Gen. Dwight D, Eisenhower recommended certain éhanges to this plan.
He increased the initisl assault from three to five Infantry Divisions and
extended the landing area from the OUISTREHAM BFACHES on the East to the
VARREVILLE BEACHES on the West, a distance of approaximately 50 miles, The
Combined Chiefé of Staff approved these recommendations and moved the target
date up to 5 June 194k, {6)

THE GENERAL STTUATTON

The 21st Army Group, commanded by Field Marshal Montgomery, was the
tactical headguarters for the assaulting forces, conposed of the British
Second Army, supported by a brigade of the &th British Airborne Division,

on the Bast, and the First U. S, Army, under General Omar Bradley, on the

(3) A-1, p. L
(4) A2, p.
(5) A—E, P.
(6) A-2, p.
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West. (See Map 1) (7)

First Army, with VII Corps on UVTAH and V Corps on OMAHA BFACHES, was
to seize and secure a beachhead, drive South to cut off the CONTENTIN
PENTNSULA, capture CHERBOURG by D415, and then attack South to the base
of the BRITTANY PENINSULA. The 10lst znd £2nd Airborne Divisions were to
be dropped in rear of UTAH BEACH, (8)

The.V Corps, under General Leonard T. Gerow, was to secure a beach-
head in the area between PORT-EN-BRESSIN and the VIRE RIVER, push south-
ward to seize CAUMONT and 8T. L0, and conform to the advance of the British
Second Army on the left. (See Map I)

The Corps was organized into three main forces for this assault.

Foree 0, the initial assault force, from which OMAHA BEACH got its name,
consisted of the lst Division, reinforced, less the 26th Infantry, plus the
116th %nd 115th Infantry R.C.T.'s from the 29th Division, and the 2nd and
5th Ranger Battalions. Force B, scheduled to follew up on the afterncon of
D-Day, eonsisted of the remainder of the 29th Division, plus the 26th R.C.T.
of the First Division. The build-up force, consisting largely of 2nd
Division, was scheduled to arrive on D+L and D#2. (9)

The initial assault would be made with the 16th R,.C,.T. and 116th R.C.T.
abreast, followed by the 18th and 115th R.C.T.!'s in suprort, all under
General Huebner, Commanding Ceneral, lst Division. This was to assure unity
of command during the first and eritical stages of the &ssault. Brig. Gen.
Norman D. Cota, Assistant Division Commander of the 20th Division, would
land with the 116th R.C.T. and assist Maj. Gen, Huebner in handling the
29th units until they reverted to command.of Maj. Gen, Charles H. Gerhardt

on Corps order. (10)

(7) A=k, p. 5

- (8) A=5, p. 5
(9) A-5, p. 8-9
(10)A-5, p.10



The typical Normandy Coast is characterized by cliffs, reefs and
very wide tidal ranges, running as high as 18 to 24 feet, with very few
desirable landing beaches, The zone assigned to V Corps was true to form,
Out of the approdmately eighteen miles of frontage assigned, only 7000
yards was sufficiently accessible to be used for the assault landing. This
stretch, running roughly from STE—HONORINE-DES-PORTES to POINTE DE LA
FERCEE, consisted of a crescent-shaped beach, with an 18-foot tide and
mumercus tricky sandbars, runnals and two-knet-per-hour cross éurrents.

At low tide this flat stretch of sand was apnraxiﬁately 500 to 600 yards
from the water's edge to the base of an 8 to 10 foot mound of stone shingle
used as a ses-wall, Behind this shingle was a narrow shelf of flat marsh
backed up by a brush-covered bluff of 100 to 170 foot height which rose at
roughly a 30 degree angle. The only exits from the beach ran up steep,
narrow draws and ravines which were heavily blocked. (Sge Map II) (11)

From the top of the bluff the small hedgerow-enclosed fields gradually
rose to an elevation of almost 200 feet in the Vierville-St. Laurent ares
and to apprmdmatel& 250 feet in the Colleville area, Behind this first
ridge line and inland approximately fivé miles was the meandering AURE RIVER.
The Germans had cleverly used £his river to inundate the entire valley fram
TREVIERES to ISIGNY, creating a water bharrier, which at some points was over
a mile wide, The same expedient had been used in the small valley between 7
GRAMDCAMP and POINT DU HOE, but on 2 smaller scale. (See Map II) (12}

Cliffs of 100 ft. height towered straight up from the water's edge
from POINT DE LA PERCEE almest to GRANDCAMP. The estuary of the VIRE RIVER
was entirely impracticable for landing, being full of reefs and shallow
mid flats. (See Map TI) (13) |

Observation inland was very limited due to the heavy growth of trees

7along the numerous hedgerows. Only where the Germans had trimmed the

(11) A-5, p. 1i-12
(12} A-5, p. 16
(13) 4-5, p. 11



lower branches for firing lanes could more than two hundred vards of good
observation be had. The hedgerows themselves were a barrier to men, tanks
and vehicles, They were of varying heights and thicknesses but averaged
L to 6 feet in height and roughly 2 feet in width at the top; 4 feet at
the bottom. Usually a drainage ditch ran along the hedgerow forming a
natural fire trench. Fighting in this terrain would out a premium on
initiative and apgressive leadership iﬁ small units. (%#)

Making full use of the natural defenses in the aré;, the Germans had
added a formidable system of fortifications, consisting of obstacles and
mines on the beach and 12 fortified strong points so placed as to enfilade
the beach with fire. Some of these conerete fortifications were so heavy
that neither naval nor aerial bombardment was able to penetrate, They
averaged 6% feet and in some cases were 10 feet thick, Approaches to all
strong vpoints were heavily wired and mined with AT and AP mines. (15)

The underwater beach obstacles were an ominous assortment of 5% foot,
steel jack rocks called hedgehogs; 10-foot steel, gate-like structur=s on
rollers; posts driven in the sand at A5-degree angles; and wooden ramps,

all liberally festooned with teller mines.

Weather during May and June in this part of the world is generally fair
with warm, sunny days and cool, brisk nights. However, on 4 June the
waather was so rough that General Eisenhowef postponed the scheduled date
of landing from 5 to 6 June and would have postponed it further, excent
that a month would elapse hefore tide and moon mnditions would be favorable
again. Low tide would occur at 0525 and the next high water at 1100. Sun-
rise was at 0558 and sunset 2207. Consequently, in order to give the Air
Force and the Navy a chance to bombard the fortifications prior to the
assault, H l;lour was set at 0630. (16)

The‘l sector of main interest, OMAHA and the CONTEWTIN PENINSULA, was

(1) A-5, p. 19
{(15) A-5, p, 20
(16) A-6, p, 36-37




defended by the LXYXIV Corps, part of German Seventh Anmy, with 7 Infantry
and one Fanger Division. It was estimated that the Germans would be capable
of reinforeing this area to a total of 12 or 20 divieions by D*3. {(See Map I).
(17) The 726th Infantry Regiment, 716th Division, held the immediate sector

of OMAHA, with the division reserve of 3 battalions in two hours' marching
time of the assault area, The nearest reinforcing unit was the 352nd Infantry
Division, supposedly located near ST. LO some 20 miles inland. The 30th
Schnelle Brigade located near COUTANCES with 3 motorized battalions might

also be expected in the assault area by the afternoon of D-Day. The combat
efficiency of the 71l6th Infantry Division was estimated to be only fair since
the non-German elements of the division were estimated as high as 50 ner

cent., These were mostly converted Poles and Russians and their morale was
thought to be poor. On the other hand, ﬁhé 352nd Infantry Divisicn was a
veteran of the Rugsian front an& rated as an offensive division of pood
quality. It was at full strength with 3 Infantry regiments and normal
Artillery support of 3 105-mm battalions and 1 150—mm babté]ion. (18)

On the American side of OMAMA, the lst Division was a veteran of 2
invasions, Africa and Sicily, and 2 years combat experience. The 116th
R,C.T., 29th Division had undergone intensive amphibious assault training
in England. The morale of these 2 units was as high as any in the U.S. Army.
It is estimated that the balance in combat efficiency was tilted slightly
in our favor. In addition we had naval and air superiority. (19).

The logistical support for this operation was probably one of the big-
gest tasks ever undertaken by the U. S. Army. The process of stock-piling
supplies in England had been going on since 1942. By June 1944, in addition
to basic loads, over 2,500,000 tons of supplies had been stored in England,

of which 144,000 tons were pre-loaded for D-Day. (20)

(17) A-6, p. 5

(18) A-6, p. 26-27

(19) Personal knowledge
(20) A-6, p. 2



DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF THR 116th BERIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM

The 116th R.C.T. had arrived in England with the 29ﬁh—Division in
October 1942 and since that time had conducted almest contimous amphibious
assanlt training, beginning with battalion and combat team exercises and
culminating in 3 full-scale division assaults on Slapton Sands, Southern
England, known by the code names X , FOX AND FABIUS I - the last of which
was the final dry run for DHDay; The R.C.T., which had been stationed at
Plymouth England singe May 1943, moved to vicinity of Dorchester in May 1944
to Join the 1lst Division, and shortly afterwards moved to marshalling areas
in vieinity of Weymouth, England, where they were scheduled to embark. (21)

For purposes of control and coordination, the main landing area on
OMAHA had bsen divided into sectors and sub-sectors. 8ix of these sub~sectors
were to be assanlted simultanecusly at H+l minute with the 114 R.C.T. on 4
and the 16th R.C.T. on 2, each on approximately a 3000 yd. fromt. (See Mav II)
In addition, the 2nd and 5th Ranger Bn's, attached to 116th R.C.T. would
assist the oreration by reducing coastal batteries at POINT UF HOE and
POINTE DE LA FPERCEE. (22)

The 116th R.C.T. planned to assault with the 1st and 2nd B.L.T.'s 7‘1
abreast, the 1st on the West (DOG GREAN), The 1st B.L.T. was to zssault in
column of companies or 6 assault boat teams abreast., The 2nd B.L.T. was 1o

assault with 3 companies abreast or 18 assault teams, The lst B.L.T. would

reduce the beach defenses in its mone, capture the town of VIERVILLE, then, .;%é\‘
together with the Rangers, move West along the coastal highway, clearing out
enemy defenses from VIERVILLE to the VIRE Estuary: be prepared to seize
ISIGNY and the bridge over the VIRE RIVER; and establish contact with VII
Corps. to the West. The 2nd B.L,T, would reduce the beach defenses in its

3 sub-sectors (DOG WHITE, DOG RED, and BASY GREEN) then push inland to the

Southwest to seize the high ground in vicinity of LOUVIERES. (See Map IT) (23})

{21) Personal knowledge
(22) A=6, p. 30
(23) A-6, p. 34



The 3rd B.L.T. would land in sunvort at H450 in the zone of the 2nd
B.L.T. (See Maps II & ITI); push rapidly inland; seize LONQUEVILLE and the ;><::\
high ground 2500 yards to the West overlooking LA CAMBE; and be nrepared to
advance on ISIGNY.

Co.'s B and C, 7i3rd Tk. Bn. (attached} with lé DD (%) tanks each,
were to be launched 6000 yards out, move into 2 right sub-sectors at H-5
and support the Infantry assault by direct fire from the water's edge,

Co. A, 743rd Tk, Bn, with standard tanks lecaded in € L.C.T.'s would
begin firing fram 3000 yards cut at H~15 mirmtes énd land at H Hour in the
two left sub-sectors to support the assault by direct fife.

The 58th F.A. Bn. (S.P.), lcaded in 5 L.C.T.'s, would support the
assault by fire beginning at H-30 from 8000 yards out and lifting at H-5,
then land at H#90 on DOG WHITE in direct suppert. (24)

The 111th F.A. Bn. (Organic Combat Team Attachment) would land in
DUEW!'s at H¥110 on E GREEN in general support and coordinate with 58th
FA Bn. (SP) as soon as possibile,

Cannon Gompany would land in DUKW's at H+110 on DOG GREGN in direct
gupport 1lst B.L.T.

Anti-tank Campany and 467 AAL Bn. were to land in 1CT's at H¥120, to
give Al and AA protection in beachhead.

Campanies B and D, 8lst Chemical Weapons Bn. would land at H+LO and
H+57 respectively, in geﬁeral support.

The 146th Engineer Combat Team, part of the Engineer Special Brigade,
was to land at 03 behind the assaulting Infantry and clear 4 gaps in the
beach obstacles.

The 121st Engineer Combat Bn. would land in groups from W40 to He70

to assist in reduction of chstacles and clear exits back of the beach. (25)

(24) A-6, p. 30-31
(25) A-6, p. 30-31

#Tank equipped with a giant lifebelt and a propeller and rudder attachment
vwhich enables it to fleoat and navigate under its own power,

10



THE STTUATION OF THF, 3rd BATTALION, 114th R.C.T.

For the past two years in England, this unit had actively partieipated
in the amvhibious assault training rreviously menticned., It had been vart
of the alert force ready to rush across the chammel on short notice in case
the Germans should weaken or pull their forces out of France and the Low
Countries (Operation Rankin). It had also participated in defense of England
against invasion, taking part in numerous anti-invasion maneuvers with the
British Forces around Flymouth, FEngland, This being a Royal Navy town,
arrangements were made for the use of British landing craft and thereby
considerably more amrhibious training was conducted than would have been
otherwise possible, Early in May the Battalion moved as rart of the 116th
R.C.T. from Flymouth to Dorchester and thence to the Weymouth marshalling
areas which were sealed for the iast three weeks before D-Day. Here the men
were briefed, with the aid of terrain models,)until every man knew his job
thoroughly. After studying the ﬁodels, which had been carefully prepared
from the very latest intelligence, everyone realized that the area was very
similar to Slapbon Sands, England, which the battalion had assaulbted dozens
of times, under almost all conditions. Consequently, it seemed like just
another exercise, (26)

"

The battalion was at full strength, nlus a 15 ver cent overstrength which

would serve in lieu of replacements until a system ¢ould be established on :>£:>

the beachhead. Morale was extremely high, every man feeling that at last

he would be able to put his training to the test. (27) . | —
The planned landing zone was directly behind the 2nd B.L.T. on Dd}

WHITE, DOG FED and FASY GREEN, astride the déép draw running un from IES

MOULINS on the beach to ST. LAURENT, ({See Map III). In this sector the :S?(\;

beach was very deep, approximately 500 yérds, but since this battalion would

land at 0720 the tide would have risen enough to shorten that distance to

- 300 to 400 yards. In this area the shingle mound along the breakwater was

(24) Personal knowledge
(27} Personal knowledge



from 6 to 10 feet high, affording some cover from weavons dirsctlv to the
front but also presenting a good target to wearons at the flanks of the beach,
Tn the immediate vieinity of the exit draw was the small Swmmer resort,

LES MCULINS, and houses lined the promenade to the right. To the left

was the open marshy flat backed up all along by the sheer bluff running up

to a hundred feet or more, covered with svarse shrubbery and grass. Behind
this bluff, immediately, was a cultivated wheat field and behind that came

the typical Normandy, hedge-enclosed fields of grass, cultivation or orchards.
(28) There were seven enemy strongpoints manned by elements ofthe 726th
Infantry Regiment capable of bringing effective machine sun fire on the
battalion sector, in addition to numerous 75-mn, 88-mm and smaller AT guns
firing frae pillbaxes and casements at long ranges on the flanks. Most of
these strong points consisted of a heavy pillbox surrounded by a series of
onen emplacements connected by deep trenches and tunnels to underground
shelters and manned by approximately a platoon. These strong noints, though
some distance apart, were carefully situated to give mushal support to each
other and to cover every yard of the beach with enfilade fire. Guns in nill-
boées were screened from observation seaward by a thick wing wall protecting
tﬁem from naval fire — at the same time forcing them te fire down the beach
rather than straisht out to sea, (29)

Mortar and rocket positions were sometimes included in these strong
points but usually were found farther back with observers dug intc the c¢liffs
or in pillboxes. Tach strong point was wired in with various tymes of field
wire and heavily mined with anti-personnel mines. Fran these positions over-
looking the battalion landing zone, the enemy had excellent observation,
aided by the crescent shape of the beach. (30)

Weather forecasts for the week of 6 June were gloomy, predicting streng

winds, low clouds and heavy seas, But formidable asthe defenses seemed to be,

(28) Personal knowledge
(29) A's; p. 233 e 25
(30) A-5, p. 23



and gloomy as were the weathermer;, the spirit of the 3rd Battalion was un-
daunted, and it was with a mixed feeling of determinatinh and anticipation
that they bearded the navel transvorts in Weymouth Harbor on 3 June 1944.
And well they might feel that way [or they had the advantage of the best
training and equipment the U. S. Army could offer. (31)

THE PIAN OF THRE 3rd BATTALION, 1l6th R.C.T,

The 3rd Battalion, initially in suvport, was scheduled to land in
L.C.V.P.'s at H+50 behind the 2nd B,L.T. on. DOG WHITE, DOG RED and EASY GREEN
Beaches with I, K and L Companjes abreast. (See Map IIT). Each company was
organized into & assault boat teams consisting of one officer and 30 men, X
plus one boat for the Co. Hdgs. group. Following by 7 minutes, would come
the Battalion Headquarters and fire sipport liaseon officers, divided into
a primary and alternate headquarters, in 3 boats, and M Comvany in 6 hoats.

—
The battalion mission was initially to assist 2nd B.L.T. in clearing

the beach defenses; then pass through the 2nd B.L.T, to seize LONGUEVILLE

and the high ground 2500 yards West thereof, including LA CAMBE, by 2 hours
prior to darkness D-Day; then be prepared to advance on ISIGNY, supported by
lst B.L.T. on order of R.C.T. Commander. (See Map II) (32)

Jince the beat team organization was desiened to make each team an
independent unit capable of operating alone, it was the most efficient ——’\
organization for the assault landing but made centralized control more diffi-
cult. Consequently, the battalion planned to rendezvous at an assembly area ><

in rear of 3T. LAURENT-SUR-MER, reorganize inte conventional platocn formatiof

and centinue the attack from there. (See Map III) (33) —_—

Co. "I" was to land at H+50 mimuites on DOG RED Beach, destroy any re-

maining enemy fortifications in its sector, rush inland to battalion rendez
vous area, reorganize and be prepared to contimie attack in right zone wit

two platoons abreast, to seize the high ground West of LA CAMBE. (Maps II III)

(31) Personal knowledge
(32) A-5, p. 34
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Co. L was to land at H#50 on FEASY GREEN Bsach; des&roy any enemy
fortifications in its sector; vush into battalion rendezvous area; re—
crganize into platoon formation and be prepared to continue attack on the ‘711\
left of "I" Company to seize LONGUEVILLE; then continus attack on order to
capture LA CAMBE and the high ground bejcﬁﬁ in its zone. (Map IT & III) (34

Co. K was to land on DOG WHITE Beach at H¥50; destroy any enemy forti-
fications in its zene; push into battalion rendezvéus area; reorganize into )i\
Platoon formation; and follew the advance of L Company by anproaximately 200
vards, protecting the left flank and rear. (See Map TII)

Co. M was to‘land at. H+57; support the battalion on the beach initially;
push into battalicn rendezvous area; protect reorganization of rifle com-
panies; be prepared to support Companies "IM and "L" in the attack on the
LONGUEVILLE-LACAMBE objective; and cover reorganization on the final ob-
jective. (See Map IIT) (35)

It was planned that the initial assault would be preceded by an elab-
crate fire support plan as follows. From H~40 to H-3 min., the Battleships
TEXAS and ARKANSAS would fire 600 heavy rounds at POINTE-DU-HOE and at étrong
peints defending Exit D-3, (LES MOULINS). (See Map IIXI), Three cruisers and
& destrovers would pound the OMAHA defenses with another 2950 rounds. In
addition, numercus other craft were to assist in the.fire support nlan, in-
eluding L.0.G¢.(L.)!s with 2 47-m guns each, LCT's carrying tanks and self-
propelled artillery, and ¢ LCT (R.)'s, sach to fire a thousand rockets when
the leading assanlt waves were 300 vards fran the beach.

From H~30 to H-5, 480 B-~24 bombers were to attacg 11 largest strong-
points with over 1200 tons of bambs. Battery positicns at POINTE DU HOE
would recelve a final strike by 18 medium bombers of the Ninth Air Force

between H-20 and H-5. (See Map II) (36)

"(34) Personal knowledge
{35) Personal knowledge
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FINAL PREPARATIONS AND TMBARKATION

Sealed in its marshalling area, the battalion spent the last few days
of May making final briefings and issuing last mimute items of equipment .

The standard assault team had the following persomnel and equinment,
First to land would be the team leader and 5 riflemen armed with M-1's and
carrying 96 rounds of ammumition, plus 2 additicnal bandoleers, Next came
a wire-cutiing team of 4 men, armed with M-l rifles, 2 carrying large
"search nose! cutiers, 2 a smaller type, and each carrying a section of
bangalore torpedo and 4 smoke grenades, Behind these came 2 BAR teams of
2 men each, carrying 900 rounds per gun,? Bazooka teams of 2 men each, a
60-mm mortar crew of 4 men with 20 rounds of ammgnition, a flamethrower
crew of 2 men and 5 demolition men, each armed with M-l's plus 40 pounds of
TNT made up into pole and pack charges. A medical aid man and the assistant
team leader sat in the stern. Tveryone wore snecial assanlt Jackets made
for this operation, which contained 4 large pockets in front and 2 buili-in
packs on the back. (36a)

In addition te the above special equipment, each man carried 5 frag-
mentation grenades, a half-pound block of THT with primacord. and fuse, 6
1/3 rations (3 K's and 3 D's), a pas mask (assault tyve) and overall, a life
belt. Under the assault jacket‘was worn gas-impregnated, weol 0D Shirt and
trousers. A raincoat, change of socks and underwear, and toilet articles
would have to suffice for_personal comfort until such time as the bedrolls
could be brought over from England.

These last few hours prior to embarkation were devoted to final water-
proofing of weapons, demolitions and radies, and to lashing heavy equipment
such as mortars, machine guns, bazookas end bangalore torvedoes to lifebelts
in anticipation of a "wet" landing.

During this stay in the marshalling area, all administrative and
supply problems were handled by the Services of Supplyy including the move-

ment of assault troops to the embarkation points.

(363) A=5, p. 43 15



On 3 June 194, the 3rd Battalion, along with advance C,P, of 1l6th
R.C.T., was moved by truck to Weymouth Harbor and embarked on the V.5.5.
CHARLES CAFROLL, a naval transport of the APA type, capable of carrving
most of its LCVP's in davits.

After 2 days of relative quiet, disturbed only by a few unsuccessful
bombing attacks on the numerous ships in the harbor, anchors were raised in
the late afternoon of 4 June and the long column of ships of every descrivtion
began moving out to the Northeast, However, this move had hardly begun when
word was received that Gen., Eisenhower had decided to vostpone the assault
2k hours due to rough weather and a heavy overcast predicted for 5 June,

On the afternoon of 5 June, the weatﬁer was windy and the sea became very
rough, but further postponement was impractical, so the transnorts again
steamed out into the chanmnel, escorted by minesweeperé, destroyers, cruisers,
and the veteran battleships, TEXAS and ARKANSAS, headed Northeast towards
the PAS DE CALAIS ares, then turned South. Shortly after midnight, the
CHARLES CARROLL dropped anchor in the transport area anproximately 10 miles
off the NORMANDY Coast, just in time to get a preview of the firepower of
Hitler's Western Wall as the 82nd and 10lst Airborme "hit the silk" back of
UTAH Beach. (See Map I) At last that long-awaited day wes here. (37)

After an excelient Mawvy breakfast at 0400 hours, the 3rd Battalion went
over the side into their Llittle LCVPs, which bounced arocund like nutshells‘
in the heavy waves, shipping water on every bounce. By the time the craft
reached the rendezvous point and lined up for the finai‘run in, every man
was soaked to the skin with the chilling spray and many were ﬁerribly Seae-
sick.

The responsibility of landing assault troops in their planned zones
lay with the Navy, but due to ‘the rough seas, heavy mists and smoke and
dust caused by naval bombardment, the coxswains were having extreme diffi-
culty recognizing landmarks to guide upon. GConsequently, most of them had

to rely on the compasses on their small craft and, as was later learned,
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failed to consider the two knots per hour cross current to the Bast,

When still about 500 yards out the cperatiens officer took a last look
over the front ramp and, though the bluffs were obseured by the ﬁist and
smoke, was shocked by the fact that the beach seemed to be crawling with me
Obviously something had gone wrong with the assault plans of the first wave
Enemy artillery and mortar fire gould be seen landing cn the beach and well
out in the water, and the rapid staccate firing of German machine guns coul
be plainly heard.

NARRATICN

THE 3RD BATTALICH ASSAULT

Companies I, K and L landed on the boundary between 116th and 1éth BCT's
in an area roughly half a mile wide but at least 1,200 yards East of their
planned landing zones. (See Map III) M Company, still farther East, landed
Just to the right of Exit E-1. Company teams were fairly well grouved ex-
cept for those of L Company which were scattersd over FASY GRFEN and ﬁEb
Beaches, (See Map IIT) (38)

Fortunately for those companies, the mislanding had nlaced them on a‘ﬂw'
stretch of beach, which, althoﬁgh not touched by the leading assanlt waves,
was not so heavily defended as. the area in wvhich they had planned to land,
Consequently, casualties on the beach in these compan ies were mederate, com-
pared to companies of the lst and 2nd B.L.T!s leading the assault., These 2
B.L.T.'s lad experienced serious difficulties. In addition to being landed j><il
East of their assamlt zones, they had run into devastating fires of all typds. |
AN Company was practically annihilated in the water, Its boats were sunk
by direct fire of AT guns and many men were killed instantly by machine gun
and mertar fire in the water. Many wounded, being so heavily loaded, were
drowned before they could get ashore. It is estimated that this company

suffered 85 per cent casualties, including all its officers. (39}

{38) Personal knowledge Pﬂ,.-ﬂ~”4
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B Company, following dlosely behind, had lost its Company Commander and
approximatel y half of the canmpany at the water's edge. In the 2nd B.L.T.,
of the 3 companies planned to land abreast, F and ¢ landed scattered in the
116th zone, while most of E Campany was landed in the middle of the 16th zone.
Casualties are not available by battalion, but for the morning of D-Day,
the 11l6th Regiment as a whole suffered approximately 800 casualiies not in-
cluding attachments. (40)

The 3rd Battalion Headquarters approached the beadh a few minutes behind
its companies in the area between M and L. By this time the tide had risen
encugh to cover the first band of mined, underwater cbstacles, Just as the
ramp went down, there was a terrific explosion which blew in the bottom of
the beat, sinking it in 3 feet of water. The Operations Officer in front
and the Battalion Ccmmander in rear escaped injury, but the Artillery Liaisor
Officer, the Naval Shore Fire Control Officer and the Cemmander of the
supporting company of 4.2 mortars were killed. In addition, Sgt. Van

DeMullen, Battalion Operations Sergeamt, and 3 radio onerators were seriously|

wounded and only one SCR 300 out of four radios on the boat was still in 7:}(:;5
working condition. The alternate headquarters boat had similar trovble
getiing through the cbstacles and suffered some casualities fram machine gun
and mortar fire. One of these was the Battalion Chaplain who was struck in
the heel by a machine gun bullet as he tried to run across the onen beach.
That was a long run, across about 400 yards‘af flat sand, but most of those
wounded con the beach were the ones who paused to rest on the enen sand or
crouched behind the steel obstacles which caused wicked ricochets and #ery
nasty wounds, (41)

Notwithstanding the fact that the battelion boat teams had landed on
strange territory, they knew their mission was to clear the beach in their
zone and push inland to the battalion assembly area in rear of ST. LAURENT

before reorganizing into conventicnal platoons. So each section blew or

(}-I-O) A"'sj P- t+7
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cut its way through the barbed wire entanglements alongﬂphe shingle and
fought its way un the steep slopes of the bluff against fairly light orpo=
sition, consisting of several machine gun positions near the top of the
bluff, a few jndividual riflemen in camouflaged nositions in the face of
the bluff, plus leng range machine gun fire from Exits E-1 and D-3. (42) :><::-
M Company, being too close to Ixit E-1 to move across the oren flat
exposed to machine gun fire, covered that strong point with 4 machine gun
and 2 8l-amr mortars which assisted the rest of the battalion materialiv i
crossing the open flat and moving up the bluff. (43)
The Operations Officer, taking along the Battalion 5-2 Sergeant, starte
up the bluff with a boat team of L Company to make a brief reconnaissance
and see what could be dune towards coordinating the efforts of the teams in
the attack on ST. LAURENT. However, as they came up on a shelf about half-
way up the bluff, a gun suddenly fired from the left so close that the blaat

was deafening. After careful examination, the muzzle of what anveared to

be an 88-mm was discovered protruding from a small niche in the bluff, so

mounted that it could fire only straight up the beach to the West, The ’ :7<i
amazing thing about this was the excellent camouflage, A whole boat team
of appraximately 30 men had just crawled up this bluff only about 50 yards

to the right of this emplacement and didn't see it. (4h)

Looking in the direection of fire, it was obvlous this gunner had waitgd
for a remunerative target, as an L.C.L which was just touching down burst
into flames on the forward deck, Later it was discovered that the burning
ship was L.C.I. 91 carrying the alternate headguarters of the 116th R.C,T,
and part of the 121st Engineer Battalion with their demolitions stacked on
the forward deck., Of the 25 men trapped in the forward hold it was estimaked
that not one escaped. (45)

Realizing that something had to be done about this gun quick, the

8-2 sergeant, who by Lhe way was an exiled German of the Jewish fait?diggj

(42) Personal knowledge

(43) Statement of M Co. Corm,.,Capt, Charles H, Kidd
(44) Personal knowledge
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particularly anxious to defeat the Nazis,was sent back to direct the fire

of an immobilized tank of the 743rd Tk Bn on the gun emplacement. The ser-
geant had hardly uttered the words, "Yes Sir", and raised up enough to turn
around, when he was shot by a burst of machine gun fire apparently coming
from within the embrasure of the anplacement. After placing a coupls of
quick shots in the embrasure with his carbine, the Operations Officer crawled
back down the bluff to the tank, got the attention of the crew by pounding

o the turret with a rifle butt and direéted a dozen tank rounds at the
cemplagement, However, the 75-mm tank fire made no impression on the concrete
and realizing it had been discovered, the enemy crew continued to fire up

the beach at a rapid rate, (46)

Finally, to make a long story short, the position was neutralized by
placing demolition chargés around the embrasure and blasting it in. It was
later discovered that the only entrance to this position wag through a
tunnel over two hundred yards to the rear. (47)

Locating the Battalion Commander, Li. Cel. Meéks, who by this time had
collected the remnants of the headquarters group at the base of the bluff,
the Operations Officer reported the resulis of his msager reconnaisance and
recommended moving up on top of the bluff where some observation could be
obtained and aection to-coordinatg the efforts of the many boat teams could
be instigated. The Colonel, who had been despsrately £rying to contact regi;
ment by the one surviving radio with no success, agreed, and by 0900 he and
the Operations Officer with the Radio Operator and Serpeant Belew, the
third Overations Sergeant for the day, had reached a hedgerow some 200 yards
from the top of the bluff and on the outskirts of ST. LAURENT. (Map ITI) (48)

Here it was discovered that most of the rifle company boat teams had
reached this peint with light losses by crawling through the waist-high

wheat fields covering the area between 3T. LAURENT and the bluff. These

P
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wheat fields offered excellent concealment but practically no cover and it
was rather an eXeiting experience to see the wheat rionling along with a
head occasionally popping up, sometimes in a German - scaaetimes an American
helmet, Sporadic machine gun fire was coming from the town and from the
high ground to the Southwest across the draw running back from LES MOULINS
at D-3 exit. (See Map III} (L9)

M Company was still occupied by the fire fran E~1 draw, {(Map III}, with
the exception of one section of &l-mm mortars and one section of heavy
macline guns that had managed to crawl up to the hedgerow, Getting these
weapons in position, the Battalion Commander was able to direct the first
heavy weapons fire support the battalion had received, on the positions across
the D-3 draw. The first mortar shell either set off or caused the Germans
to fire a battery of huge rockets, later discovered to be 32-CM, which were
so large they could be seon going through the air in their f£light out towards
the transport area, Fortunately, they fell harmlessly in the channel. {(50)

t became evident that to effect any coordination at least a partial

reorganization must first be made, After considerable difficulty due to
lack of cover and increasing machine gun and mortar fire, this was nartially
accomplished in I and L Gampanies,

By noon, the remainder of M Company lad arrived, after assisting ele-
ments of the 16th R.C.T. in the reduction of the E-1 strong point . (Map III)
With the addition of this fire support the Battalion Caﬁﬁander decided to
attack to the Southwest across the D-3 draw with Companies I and L abreast
/><:\ to capture the high ground West of ST, LAURENT and attempt to push on to the
previcusly designated battalion assembly ares. (Map III)

With the supporting fires of the 8l-mm mortars and heavy machine guns,
thickened up by the rifle compmy weapons, this attack was partially success- '

ful. The leading platoons of I and L Companies took the nositions aleng the

(43) Personal knowledge
{50) Personal knowledge
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~bluff by assaulting close behind the mortar prerzration,killing an estimated
25 and capturing 10, In abttemptine to conbtime the attack, however, the
ieading elemmts of hoth companies came under intense automatic weapons fire
from the high-ground. After repeated attempts to assault the position,
causing considerable casualties, the Batitalion Commander decided to leave
I Company to contain the enemy position and to flank to the left through the
village with L Comnany. Up to this time, only lipht, svoradie fire of sniners
had been received from the villsge. However, when L Compsny with a section
of machine guns and 8l-wi mortars attempted to move around Lo the East into
the town, heavy antonatic fire was received Trom 3 directions, (See Map III)
Hevertheless, L Company had fousht its way up to the center of the
town by 1800 hours when nawval fire opened un on the villape church steenle,
firing straight up the D=3 draw over the heads of most of the 3rd Battalion
but right into Lhe middle of L Comrany, In the absence of radio communication,
the operations officer improvised a white flag and runnirg un on tor of
the bluff, succeeded in signaling "cease fire" after much wig-waggineg bub
not before L Company e d received at least a dozen more ecasualties, in addition

to those already received in the afternoon's fighting. Gasualties here had

been heavier than on the beach for this battalion. L Company was ordered to

mull back to the edpe of ST, LAURENT,

. A% approximately 2000 hours, 3 self-propelled 105-min howibzsrs from the
L16th Gannon Canpany, which had come in through Exit T-1, worked their way
up to the 3rd Battalion where they were more than welcame. {51}

Wi'th this new reinforcement it was decided to make one more effort to
flark this position around the left, this time with K Company followed in
close supvort by the 3 assanlt guns.

At dusk the leading platoon was on the crossroad, n{enarr’mg to ¢reas
under sunnorting [ire from the lead S.P., when the sound of tanks could be

heard to the Rast. The Operations Officer, who was trying to coordinate the

supporting fire for the attack across the road, was at the right ceorner of

(51) Persenal knowledge
22



the intersecticn from which voint the tanks comld ba seen when ther cwns in
sight several hundred yards away, However, in the sathering darkness it wms
difficult to determine vhether they were friendly or hostile uvntil s uddenly
they ovened fire on the erossroad, knockin& ont one 3,P. A hazocks team
vas quickly dispatched to flank them, but they withdrew, nrebably due to
enemy from acress the road. It was later discovered that thev were four
trues from the Thlst Tanke Battalion supportins the 115th Infantry in an wn-
siecessful attemot to enter ST. LAURENT from the Fast, (52)

By 2300, 6 June 19.k, it had g tten so dark that the Battalion Commander
“ecided to hold up for the night in present nesitions. Comranies were
ordered to consolidate positions and resume attack ab daylisbt.

Feanwhile, the Battalion Commander and staff attempted to ¢oordinate
with elements of cother units which had came into its area, including
Hajor Bingham, C.0. of the 2nd 3.L.T., who had o few sections of & and H
Companies, and 2 anti-tank puns from the 116th Anti-Tank Comnany., Thase
viere placad to coyer the approach fram the Scouth in anticipation of a connter-
attack at dnwm., (53)

This had been a very demoralizing day. In addition to landing wet and
miserable on that chilly June morning, seeing all the death and destruction
cnn the beach, getting shot un by friendly Naval and Tank fire, the battalion
was gtill far short of its D-Day objective.

The Battsalion 5-2 hod found from interropation of the few nrisaoners
cantured -~ the accent was on “destroy! not "capture" that day - that the beach
wng held by elements of the 716th Division, as Intelligence ostimates had
stated, but those in S5T. LAURWT were fram the veteran 352nd Division which
wag supposed to be in 5T. LO. Unfortunately for us, they had ar‘('ived‘_ 24
hours earlier for anti-invasion maneuvers. (54)

Further attempts were made to contact the 114th R.C.T. Hdgs. by radio

(52) A=5, v, 10k
{53) Personal knowledpe
(54) Personal knowledge

23



and messenger without success. However, about midnight, the Reﬁimental
Commnications Officer, who wandered into the 3rd Battalion by accident

while looking for 116th F.C.T., brought the sad news that the R.C.T. Artillery
Battalion (111lth F.A.) had lost 11 of its 12 guns due to DUKW's sinking

from rough seas and overleading. (55)

D41 CHAMGE TN PLANS

At daylight on 7 June, the 3rd Battalion was alert and readv for the
exrected counter-attack to come along the TREVIERES-ST, LAURENT Hoad which
seemed to be the logical avemue of approach. However, this counter-attack
struck in the VIERVILLE area approximately a mile to the West, driving in
the meager outposts and capturing part of Co. €, 121st Enginears, whﬁ.were
dug in around the CHATEAU DE VAUMICEL. (See Map IV) The remainder of the
company was foreced back into VIERWLIE., (56)

The 3rd Battalion Commander was preparing to continus the attack pre-
vicusly planned when Col. Canham, Commander cf the 116th R,C.T., arrived by
way of D-3 exit with the information that General Gerhardt had landed, making
certain changes in plan,

The }15th Infantry would take over the mission of the 3rd Battalion;
116th, complete the‘clearing of 87, LAURMI T and drive towards LONGUEVILLE,
(Map IV) The 116th Infantry would direct its attack towards the West and
Southwest, The 1st Battalion, with é strength of appradmately 250 men,
plus the 5th Ranger Battalion and Companies A, B and G of the 2nd Rangers,
supported by 10 tarks of B Campany, 7h3rd Tank Battalion, would drive West
on the highway towards POINT DU HOE to relieve the remaining 3 compaies of
2nd Rangers, known to be isolated there in bad condition due to heavy
casualties sustsined in landing and shortage of ammunition. The 2nd and 3rd
Battalions wuld move West towards VIZRVILLE, cleaning out remaining nockets

of resistance on the bluff, and then advance towards LOUVIERES. This attack

{55) Personal knowledge
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would be supported by 2 Aptillery Batialions, the 111th F.A. with only one
gun left and the 58th F.A, Battalion (S.P.) with iess than half its guns
in action. (57)

The 3rd Battalion, with I and L Companies abreast, leaving the 2nd
Battalion to complete the elearance of D-3 exit and LES MOULING, moved “est
along the bluffs, destroying a number of machine gun nositions, rumerons
snivers and capturing 2 considerable number of nrisgners from the concrete
emplacements and @ugouts. (See Map IV) (58)

Upon rzaching YIERVILLE, which alseo was still infested with snipers,
Lhe 3rd Battalion turned South towards LOUVIERES, followed later by the
2nd Battalion. With the same formation, I and L Companies abreast, the
hattalion fought its way againstAincreasing resistance to the outskirts of
LOUVIERES by 1700 hours, at whieh time orders were received to ouli babk
to VIERVILLE for the night, in anticipation of another counter-attack., Both
the 116th Infantry and 29th Division Headquarters were in vieinity of that
village. (See Map IV} (59}

At 2000 hours, the Battalion Gommander had assigned tentative defense
areas to the companies and with the Operations Officer, Imd met the
Regimental S-3, Eajor Tom Howie (later known as the Major of St. Lo} at the
crossroad in “he center of VIERVILLE to receive orders., This conference
was interrupted by the heaviest artillery concentration so far exnerienced.
Being of medium caliber, it lasted for 30 minutes and inflicted heavy
casualties in men and material,. Three anti-aircraft guns {L,O-nm) were 11
destrayed and a half dogen ammunition tfucks were sebt on fire, causing
shells to explode for several ﬁours afterwards, MNumerous fires were
started in tge villapge, one being a warehcouse of German rubber goods which
burned all night, |

This géncentration a5 immedi;tely followed by a counter-attack from

the South wihich again carried past the CHATEAU DE VAUMICEL before being

(577 A-5, p. 122-123
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stopped by the mortar and small arms fire of the 3rd Battalion. The attacking
force estimated a2s a reinforced company withd ew with heavy losses. {60}

By 2330 the battalion had arganized part ~f a verimeter defense around
VIERVILLYE, with the 2nd Battalion on the right and hlcomnanies of the 5th
Rangers on the left. (See Map IV) (61)

Muring the afterncon, the i?th, formerly in V Corps Reserve, had landed,
moved through VIFRVILLE to vicinity of GRUCHY, and was released to 2%th
Division. (Map IV) General Gerhar:dt officiallv assumed command of the
entire Z%th at 1700 hours and issued 29th Division Field Order No. 3 at 2330,
The 115th Infantry wes given the mission of protecting the division's left
flank, by seizing and holding the high ground from LONZUEVILLE to NORMANVILE,
The 116th Infantty, with Rangers attached, would ecntinue westward a,si nlanned,
clearing out enemy resistance from CRANDCAMP to ISIGNY., The 175th Infantry
with 2 campanies of the 7A7£h Tank Battalion attached, weuld make a night
attack from GRUCHY via EMNGLESVILLE-LACAMERIE and cavture ISIGNY. Enemy forces
in the 29th Division zone at this time had been identified as elements of
tﬁe Gl4th, 916th and 726th Infantry ﬁegiments, supnorted by artillery nositions
in the GRANDCAMP-MAISY area which were still very active desnite a great
volume of Naval fire that had béen placed in that area. (62)

B 2, GESCUE CF THE RANGERS ARD CAPTURT OF GRANDCAMP

At 0605, g June 1944, the 2nd and 3prd Battalions, the ) companies of
sth Wangers, and A & C Companies of the 743rd Tank Battalion moved out from
YIERVILLE on the coastal highway in the direction of CBANDCAMP with the 3rd
Battalion leading in advance guard formation. ({63)

The move to ST. PIFNRRE-DU-MCHT was uneventful excent for occasional
artillery and sniper fire. By this time a system had been devised for

dealing with snipers. Instead of letting a few sniners hold urn the advance
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of a wlhiole unit, it was feund that a tank and a squad or less of Infantry
could be drovred off to Jeal with them while the main body kent movinsg. The
tank would spray the susvected area with machine sun fire ~hile the Infantrv-
mer maved in close enocugh to loceate the sniper. Juite aoften, this was a
difficult task since mmt of them wore camouflage suits and stracped them-
selves high up in a tree of very thick foliage. However, once located, it
w25 like shooting sguirrels to bring them dewm. (6L) -

Contact was made with the 1st Battalion and 5th Ranger Battalion (-)
Just West of ST. PIFERE~-DU-MONT, They had been unsuccessful in establishing
contact with the 2nd Rangers on PCINTE-DUE~HOE the day before, hut a natrol
had infiltrated through during the night ﬁhich brourht back the message
that the situstion there was deéperate. Consequently, Col. Canham ordered
thet a ceordinated attack be made to rescue the Rangers on the POINTE, (65)

At 100G hours, the lst Battalion and 5th Rangers attacked Northwest
from 3T, PIERWE DU MONT to strike the Bast flank of the rosition, while the
3rd Battalion with the tarks of A and ¢ Companies, 743rd Tank Battalien,
now aleng the highway sane 120 vards West of ST. PIERIE-TU-FONT, would attack
due North to hit the enemy rear. At first the tark comnanies refused to £O
unless the area was first checked for mines, but since time did not permit
the Colenel ordered them to go anyway.

The 3rd Battalion attacked with Companies T and L abreast, followsd
vlosely by one platcon of 5 tanks, while K Comrany and the remainder of the
tanks stayed in mobile reserve near the highway. M Commany, sunvorted the
attack with #l-mm mortars. This area was under observation from GRANDCANP
and during the éttack the 3rd Battalion received heavy concentrations of
artillery and mortars from that vicinity, therebv receiving considerable
casualties. Three of the tanks lost tracks due to mine explosions but the

remaining 2 gave good direct fire summort, When the leading companies came

{64) Personal knowledge
{65) Personal knowledge
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within 500 yards of the I'OINTR, they came under intense Cerman machine mun
and anti-aircraft weapons fire frmﬁ a noint severnl bundred vards West of
the POINTE and from a concrete hunker directly South of the POINTE. (Man V)
One of the tanks was concentrating on this bunker when the German machine
fn suddenly ceased firing and the “angers vwho had been firing it raised

an American Flag. Several casualties were received by both sides due to
this confusing situation. The battalion effort was then concentrated on
the Western pesition and the remsinine enemy resistance was annihilated by
1200 hours. (66}

In the woods Southwest of FOINTE-LUR-HOE, the battalion cantured 6
150-mm guns which had been moved there nrior to the aerial and Naval bom-
bardment of their concrete emplacements on the POINTE, (67)

The 11l6th was quickl& recrganized and Col, Canham issued a brief oral
order as follows: 5th Rangers wonld cross the inundated area Sputh of the
bridge and destroy enemy strong peints which were covering the bridee with
automatic weapens fire; the 3rd Battalion with tanks would then cross the
bridize and capture the town of CRAMIICANP, assisted by the Z2nd Battal ion;
(Map VI) the 1lst Battalinon with 10 tanks of B Company, 7h3rd Tank Battalion,
would move Soubh to JUCOVILLE and then contime on to canture MAISY; (Map I1)
the 2nd Rangers would follow the 2nd Batialion. (68)

After several attempts, Col. Rudder sent back a message to the effect
that, mortar and machine pun fire was so heavy the crossinﬁ‘could nrt bhe made
in daylight. Turning to the Onerations Officer of the 3rd Battalien, Colonel
Canham issved a fragmentary order consisting oft "Smith, tell M=eks to pet
his battalion moving and cross that damn hridge". After getting permission
to shell the strong points across the river with Naval fire, the Orerations
Officer reported back to Col, Meeks with the orders. Col. Meeks was not
very hapvy about it but heartily apreed to the Naval fire recomnendation.

Mot a single Naval Shore Fire Control Officer had survived but the 2nd

(665 A-5, p. 129
(67) Personal knowledge
{(62) Personal knowledge o8



Battalion still had a MSFC radio snd operator. Berrowing these, the Onerations
Officer moved uv on the hill ovarlooking GCRANDCANP and bv use of the coordinate
methed was able to direct 113 rounds frem the heavy British eruiser GLASCOW
and the U, 5. Battleship TEXAS on the stronrpoints covering the bridge and
entrance to the town., (69)

At 1630 the 3rd Battalion attacked in column of commanies in order K,

L, T with the few remaining tanks of Co. €,, 743rd Tank Battalion, in close
suppert of K Company. Company M went into position on the high pround to
supnert the attack with machine puns and ©1—am mertars, firing white nhos-
nhorous. As Soon as the bridge was crossed, the formation would change to
2 conpm ies abreast with L on the left, each to clear half of the town in
its zone. (Map VI) |

Several attempts were made by K Company before they finally got a foot-
hold on the other side. The bridre was swert with machine sun fire and in-
tense mortar fire rained down on both aprroaches., One tank succeeded in
getting across but was knocked out by a mine; the other two moved uv to
the bridge and covered the crossing of the remainder of K Company by direct
cannen and machine gun fire,

Although across the bridge, K'Cdnpany was vinned to the ditch on both
sides of the road by a veritable screen of wachine pun fire eeming from nill-
boxes to the right and left of the road. This stalemate was finally broken,
however, by the heroic efforts of one man, a platoon sergeant named Peregorvy.
Feregory crawled up the ditch aleone and into a trench whiech led into the
rear of one of the strong noints. Armed only with his bayonet %nd hand
grenades, Peregory killed 7 and cavtured one officer and 14 men whom he pro-
ceeded to bring back by crawling along the same ronte. L Gompany had crossed
by this £ime amd moved aleng the river to the left to outflank the Southern

strongpoint, Since K Company had received heavy casualties including the

{69} Personal knowledge
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Lempany Qommander and 2 platoon leaders in this action, I Commany was ordered
to mss through K and move through GRANDCAMP abreast of L, clearing the area
between the highway and the coast. (Map VI) Sgt. Peregory's action had so
insnpired all those who saw it that they rose uv as a man and using marchineg
fire, moved rapidly into the town wiere considerable close-in street fighting
ensued. Feregory was posthumously awarded the Medal of Henor for this
acticn, (70)

I Company pushed aleng the coast foreine the surrender of a mmber of
pillboxes until they had advanced well ahead of L Comrany and wers nimned
dowh temnorarily by fire from 3 sides, suffering heavy casualties,

The Battalion Commmder sent the Onérations Officer to hold I Company
until L could overtake them. While giving this messape to Captain Clowe,

I Company Commander, a heavy mortar concentration landed on the caunany,
wonnding a number of men, canpletely shattering Captain Clowe's left arm

and leg and wounding the Operations Gfficer in a spot which made it very
difficult for him Lo sit during the next few days. Meanwhile, the Regimental
Commander had arrived on the scene and ordered the 2nd Battalion to assist

L Company, without any coordination with the 3rd Battélion Comman der, there-
by resulting in a great deal of confusicn, (Map VI) Finally, however, a
junction of L and I Company forces was made at the western end of town and
it was considered cleared by midnight. Improvised litter-bearing nartiés
were orranized to evacuate the many wounded along the waterfront. The 3rd
Battalion then moved South to the high ground back of GRAVDCAMF and spent
the night dug in 2long hedgerows in thaf_area. (Map VI) (71)

During the night the Germans pounded the town with artillery and mortars
and a force of about 12 or 15 2-engined bombers made a strike but missed the
trocrs and the town., The bombs landed harmlessly in the open halfwaw between

CRANDCAMP and MAISY. (Map VI).

{70} Personal knowledge
(71) Personal knowledge
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Pation and amminition trucks arrived during the night for the first tire
gince D-Day and for once the men welcomed a "C"* ration.

D3 AND 4 — MOPPING UP_ AND DEFRNSE QF THE BEAGHUFAD

Huring the might of 2-9 June,1944, the 2%tk Division issved Field Order
Ho. 4, which assipned the following missien: 115th Infantry would cross
the AURE RIVER, seize BRICAUEVILLE, CCLOMBIREES and the TALETTE WOOD and be
prepared to continue the attack towards 5T. 10; 116th Infantry would cam-
plete its mopping ﬁp nissicn between (TRANDCAME and ISIGNY, then révert to
Nivisicn Reserve and move to the highground in vieinity of LONGURVILLE-LA
CAMBE to defand the beachhead against counter-attack; the 175th Infantry,
after securing ISIGNY and establishing contact with YII Cormps, would move
South toward LISON, protecting right flank of v Corrs. {72)

At dawn the 3rd Battalion becan its day by carturire s company of
Germans which had bivouacked in an adjacent field durins thz confusing nieht
fighting., Apparently the Blue and Gray Division had gained some sort of
remutation, at lenst with the Germans, because one young lieutenant cried
and bepged to be allowed to write hoire to his mother before he was shot. He
was very nleasantly surprised when the Battalion Intelligence Officer offered
him some "C" Hations instaaa, and gratefully teld all he knew abont the de-
fense of GRANDCAMP, which assisted greatly in the final movping up in that
towm. (73)

At 0230, 9 June 1944 a reinforced company was sent back into TTRANDCAMP
£o complete the mopving up. They met very little resistance excent at one
large concrete bunker which refused to surrender. They were forcéd to seal
the die-hards in their concrete tamb with explesives. (74)

The 1lst Battalion had contimued its attack to NEFQSSE-FONTENAY and
there captured the last ccastal battery in this area. (75)

At about nocen on 9 June, the 3rd Battalion leading the regiment in ad-

vance guard formation moved out from GRANDCAMP along the MAISY-JUCOVILLE

(72) A-5, p. Lhh-16

(73) Personal knowledge

(74) Statement of Company Commander to self
(75} A-5, p. 145 31



recute to its defensive position near LONWRVILI®, ({Maps TI and vI)

The rest of the doy wms spent in arganizing defensive pesitions and
anticipating the first rood night's rest sinece D-Dav,

The night was relatively auiet, disturbed only onee hv a German air raid
which hit an ammmition dump in L Company's afea, causing a few casualbies
in that company and in the suvporting troops of M Comnan},

10 Jun= 1944 was spert in reorganization. The regiment was down to
apnroximately 50 per cent of its original fighting strength and the 1st
Battalion was badly in need of officers. . Gonsequently, officers and key
hon-commissioned offjcers were transferred from 2nd and 3rd Battalions to
the 1lst Battalion, ({74)

Late in the evening, orders were received to rrepare to move South
on ;1 June, 1244, towards ST, LO, but that is ancther story,

SUMYMARY

The 10th of June 194/ finds the 3rd Battalion on the same obiective
it was supvosed to reach on D-Day, a chh sadder and wiser organization.

Difficulties encountered on the beach and the consequent loss of
communicati ons and fire support, plus the fact that this was its first
taste of combat, made the rate of progress very slow for this bhattalion
in the early stages of this .operation.

However, as cammunications improved, fire support inereased, and
methods of dealing with the German tactics were devised, the rate of vrog-
ress steadily increased.

Althoush nothineg svectacular was achieved in this four daws' action,
the very fact that the enemy coastal batteries were rednced and a large
mmber of smial ler artillery pieces were captured, relieved conditions on
the beach considerably and made a faster build up possible after the 10th,

Meanwhile, other elements of the division landing later, in much better
condition, were able to make rapid advances inlard, such as, a 12-mile night

march made by the 175th Infantry to eapture ISIGNY. (76a)

(76) Personal knowlasdge ]
{76a)Personal knowledgs 32



Casnalties by battalion are not available, However, the 116th Infantry
which landed with a strength of 3486, received exactly 33-1/3 per cent

casualties during this period. " The distributicn was as Tollows:

Killed in Action 390
Wounded in Action 597
Missing in Actien _h3
Total 1,030

Of this total, over 80 were of ficers, more than half the officer strength

ol the regiment, (77)

ANATYSIS AND GRITICISM

1. IRAINING

For a special operation of this {ype, the importance of trainine cannot
be overemvhasized. It must be realistic and should he cnnducﬁeﬁ on terrain
similar to that upon which the assault is to be wade. This was true of the
training conducted in England, by the 3rd Battalion, 116th Infantrv, with
a few imnortant exceptions. They had undergons numercus nractice assaults
2t the Assault Training Center at Woolacomhe and Slavnton Sands, using live
ammunition and actual Air and Naval fire support, Conseanently, they were
well trained in this aspect of the operation, However, none of these nractice
landings had been made under such adverse conditions as those existing D-Dayv.
In the practice landings the Channsal had been relatively smooth., Very few
men had been affected by seasickn=ss and practically all landinegs were morer
or lesas "dry" ones, Assault teams had landed right in front of their ob-
jectives, 2s plamned, and therefore rehearsals in reduction of dummy forti-
fications progressed very rapidly and smoothly. 7uite to the contrary, on
D-Day, everything seemed to go wrong. First, the weather was very bad, the
skies were heavily overcast, and the wind was so strong that the channel was
very rough. As a result, the Air Foree could not bomb the beaches, as
planned, and all the beach defenses and underwater obstacles, which might

have bszen destroyed by this bombardment were still active., Many assault

(77) A-6, p. 306
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craft were swamned by the heavy seas and others bhecame lost from their suide
boat and drifted off, to land far to the East of their assirned chiectives.
The teams tha£ manared to get through the beach -bstacles safely were
grogey fram sea-sickness and shocked at the long stretch of oren sz2nds on
which not a sign of a bomb crater was visible. The fortifications faeing
them were not the same ones on vwhich they had rehearsed, vhich caused some
hesitatjon, and hesitation on that beach caused casuvalties,

Although specialization is necessary for this tyre of oneration,
{lexibility is also essential. Therefore, assault teams should have been

Lrained to assault any v-int on the beach rather than one snecific point.

2.  FIRE SUPPORT PLAM

Plammirg for this operation had been very thorourh and great care had
been exercised in establishing a swvstem for the contrel of the great volume
ol' fire supnori available for it. With the exception of the air hombardm_
ment, everything went well until the landing and then the system broke
down, mainly due to the facts that renlacements were not available for the
Naval FirelControl Cfficers; the system was toc derendent on radic communi-
cations; and the 111th Field Artiilery_Battalion, attached to the 116th
Combat Team, was completely disorganized when all of iis guns excent one
went to the bottam of the channel in DUKW's,

Failure to anticipate such a calamity and the breakdown of radio
comminications meant that the 3rd Dattalion was without Naval or Artillery
fire sumport fer the first 2 days of the operation, Had this fire summort
not been lost, much greater progress could have been made on D-Daw and D+1,
and, undoubtedly, casualties would have been lighter. It seems that at.
least 2 systems of [ire control should have hoen establighed in each
assault battalion and at Qombat Team Headoguarters.

3. COMBUNICATIONS

As high as 75 ver cent of the radios in the regiment failed to function

1

after the landing, many due to direct hits by artillery and small arms fire
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and a largoe munber due to imnroper waternroofing, Great care had been
exercised in waterprooting radios bnt obvieusly it was not enovpgh. Tt is
possible that German defenders had been instructed to knock ont radios first
or they may have mistaken them for flamethrowers,

Hegardless of the reason for the less of camunieation, it contribﬁted
more to the discrganization and lack of coerdination and fire supmort than
any other single factor. Had commnication been adequate, contact could
have been made with the 115th Infantry at ST. LAURENT and bv a coordiﬁated
attack, aipported by Maval fire, the 3rd Battalion could have reached its
D-Day Objective.

Looking back on the situation now, it seems that move effort should
have heen exerted towards establishing contact with adiacent units hv foot
messenger and patrols. However-', at the time, after seeing all the death
and destruction on the beaches, each unit got the imnression that it was
the only cne left and its battle became more or less one for survival.

This is substantiated to some extent by the German ILXXXIV Corps' report
to Seventh Army as of noon, & June 1944, which stated in effect that
attemnted sea landings from the VIRE to BAYEUX had been comnletelv smashed, (78)

Contrary to the old belief that weather is a neutral factor in warfare,
it was proven in this operation to be a particularly imeortant influence on
the oukcome of an amphibious assault of a fortified coast,

Due to the overcast skies, bombs scheduled to be dropmed on the beach
to vrovide some cover on the 560 vards of flat sand had to he carried inland
or back to England.

The super-secret DD tank which had weathered numercus swimming nooi
tests and actual landings at Slapten Sands, Fngland, was no match for the
heavy seas encountersd D-Day. Of the 32 launched, only 6 reached the shore

in operational eondition. Nor were the DUEW's of the 1llth F,A, Battalion

(78) A=5, p. 113
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which, similarly, had weathered all practice landings, able to cope with
hesavy seas, Consequently, much more valuable fire suprort went to the hottom
of the English Channel. Loss of this addibional a1 mport had a verv damaging
effect on the elfficiency of the battalion as well as on the morale of the
trcons,

5.  LEADERSHIP

The success of this operation can be attrihuted laréelv to the initiative
and apgressivensss of small unif Iz oders, who made the best of a had situatinn,
Landing in most cases far off their assigned objectives, with large losses
of meﬁ and equipment in the water, they had to improvise in order to cone
with the strange fortifications teo their front. Those teams whose leaders
were lost hecame confused and bewildered and m%ﬁe little effort to go further
than Lhe proteection cf the stone shingle. Consequently;ﬁcasualties ere
heavier among these units, due to the volume of fire on the beach, than among

A . B
those that drove on inland by assault or infiltration methods,

Gonsiderable can be said for leadershin on the enemyv side as well,
Apparently, the ensmy troons were led by well-qualified German of ficers and
non-commissioned officers because, although remated to be of low morale, ther
fought with great determination, even when by-nassed and cut off from the
rear, and relatively few prisonsrs were tzken.

6.  INTELLIGENCE

The intellipence coverage provided to the Battalion orior to this
operation was excellent, Almost every minute detail of the enemy beach
defenses was known and troops were briefed on models that contained very
realistic and accurate enemy information. The only information which was
not disseminated was the fact that the 352nd German Infantry Division had
maved un to reinforce the beach defenses 25 Hours in advance of the landing,
At the time, this seemed to be a terrible oversight, but after analyzing
the situation objectively, the success of the entire oneration may depend

on that accidental, or otherwise, premature commitment of that division.
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First, if the troops had knowm of its presence, there would certainly have
bren a demnralizing effect on them, Second, if that division had heen free
to counter-attack in force on D-Day or D+l in the 3rd Battalion sector or
any other sector on OMAHA, it is doubtful that thev ceuld have been storped
short of the beaches,
LESSONS R

1. Tlraining for an amphibious assault operation should be conducted
under the mosﬁ éé#erse conditign§ﬂpossib1e in order that ali deficiencies
may be detected and corrected,

2. Since Naval fire support_, is invaluable in amnhibicus assault,plans
should provide for at least  one alternate system of fire control and for
the immediate replacement of naval shore fire control off]’ cers who mav
become casualties,

3. IExtreme care must be exercised in the waterproofing of communication
equipment to be used in an amphibious assault.

L. Weather is a particularly deciding factor in the suchgs or failure
of an amphibi;us assault. 7.

5. Success‘of an amrhibious assault is heavily dependent on the
initiative and aggressive leadership of‘phe small unit cnmmander.

A, Accu;ate and timely intellipence is essential to the success of an

amphibious assanlt of a fortified coast.
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